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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’'S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ment nya el 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, Dec. 20, 1872. 
General Orders No. 110. 

General Orders No. 95, November 7, 1872, from this 
office, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Hereafter officers detailed on recruiting service will 
be paid mileage upon joining rendezvous, under orders 
from the superinteadent, when returning to the depot 
after being relieved from charge of rendezvous, upon re- 
turning to their proper stations after conducting re- 
cruits irom rendezvous to depot or from depot to regi- 
ments. 

For all other journeys on recruiting service, such as 
visiting ard returning from braach rendezvous, only ac- 
tual personal transportstion will be allowed, which will 
be obtained from the Quartermaster’s Department. 

The items of actual transportation to which an officer 
so travelling is entitled are: A first-class ticket over 
the route, a sleeping-car ticket, and a ticket to secure 
passage for himself through cities wher? such transport- 
ation is not included in his trip ticket. No porterage 
or expenses for board are allowed. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TowNnsEnD, Adjutant-General. 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICH, WASHINGTON, Dee. 23, 1872. } 
Circular. 

Until further orders no cavalry recruits will be enlist- 
ed who are less than five feet five inches or more than 
five feet ten inches in height. This will not be applic- 
able to musicians or to recruits for colored cavalry regi- 
ments, the present rezgulatioas for enlisting whom still 
remain in force. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutanl-General’s Office for the week ending 
December 23, 1872. 


Tuesday, December 17. 


Leave of absence for seven daysis granted Superinten- 
dent Charles Shambaugh, National Cemetery ut Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

Discharged.—Private Mahlon G. Bailey, Company I, 
First Cavalry ; Recruit Jacob L. D’Huan, Mounted Ser- 
vice U.S. Army; Private John B. Yesman, General Ser 
vice U, 8. Army. 

Leave of absence for six months is granted Second 
Lieutenant William P. Butler, Ordnance Department. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant John 
C. Thompson, Third Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 90, 
October 1, 1872, from headquarters Military Division of 
the Missouri, is extended four months. 

Private William Murray, Battery F, Second Artillery, 
awaiting trial for desertion, is hereby restored to duty 
without trial and transferred to Company G, Twelfth 
Infantry, stationed at Angel Island, California. 


Wednesday, December 18. 

Discharged —Recruit James J. Dye, Mounted Service 
U.S. Army; Private John Duffy, Battery E, Fifth Ar- 
ov ; Private John Cooney, Battery G, Second Artil- 

ery. 

The telegraphic instructions of the 16th instant, from 
this office, granting leave of absence for sixty days to 
Major R. M. Morris, Sixth Cavalry, on surgeon’s certi- 
ficate, are confirmed. 

Transferred.—S:rgeant Frank Kesner, Company A, 
Sacond Cavalry, to Company B, Third Cavalry. 

The exten-ion of leive of absence granted Captain 
Thomas B. Burrowes, Ninth Infantry, in Special Urders 
No. 113, of the 13th instant, from headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Missouri, is further extended thirty 
Gays. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain 
Thaddeus. 8S. Kirtland, Seventh Infantry, in Speciai Or- 
ders No. 105, of November 18, 1872, from headquarters 
Military Division of the Missouri, is further extended 
sixty days. 

Thursday, December 19. 

Discharged.—Fecruit Charles Brewerton, General Ser- 
vice U. S. Army; Recruit James Russell, General Ser- 
vice U.S. Army. 

Friday, December 20. 

Discharged.—Musician William H. Field, Company 
D, Sixth Cavalry; Recruit Timothy Hant, alias Thomas 
Listun, Mounted Service U. S. Army; Private Jesse R. 
K. Lamb, alias Fred. P. McCadden, Company D, Seventh 
Infantry. 

Revoked.—The appointment of Private Elward J. 
Southon, Company L, Fourth Cavalry, as hospital steward 
U.S. Army. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Bernard 





Reilly, Jr., Fifth Cavalry, in Special Orders No. 161, 
September 7, 1872, from headquarters Military Division 
of the Pacific, is extended four months. : 

So much of Special Orders No. 301, November 22, 
1872, from this office, us directs Major John W. Barlow, 
Corps of Engineers, upon the completion of the Special 
duty assigned him by the Chief of Engineers, to return 
to bis proper station, is amended to order him to return 
to his proper station via New York city. 

Major Chauncey McKeever, assistant adjutant-general, 
is relieved from duty at headquarters Department of the 
East, and will repair to San Antonio, and report for 
duty at headquarters Department of Texas. 

On the recommendation of the regimental commander, 
First Lieutenant E. T. C. Richmond, Second Artillery, 
is transferred from Battery H to Battery G of that regi- 
ment, and will report for duty accordingly. 


Saturday, December 21. 


The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward under proper charge one hundred 
recruits to Fort Riley, Kansas, where they will te re- 
ported upon arrival to the commanding officer Sixth Cavy- 
alry for assignment to his regiment. 

The superintendent General- Recruiting Service will 
cause to be prepared and forwarded under proper charge 
the following detachments of .recruits: From Newport 
Barracks, Kentucky, one hundred and fifty to Gulveston, 
Texas, where they wi'l be reported upon arrival to the 
commanding general Department of ‘Texas for assign- 
ment to the Tenth Infantry; From Fort Columbus, 
New York harbor, one hundred and eighty, for the 
Eleventh Infantry, to the terminus of the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas railroad, where they will be taken in 
charge by an officer designated by the commanding geu- 
eral Department of Texas to receive tiem. This de- 
tachment will be provided with ten days’ rations, and 
the commanding general Department of Texas will be 
notified by telegraph ten days prior tu its departure. 

Leave of absence for four moutns, on surgeon’s vertifi- 
cate of disabitity, is granted Major William Hays, Fifth 


Artillery. 
Monday, December 23. 


The expense incurred in the enlistraent of John Carey, 
a rejected recruit of the Genéral Service U.S. Army, 
wil be stopped from the pay of First Lieutenant D. T. 
Wells, Eighth Infantry, by whom he was enlisted. The 
superintendent General Recruiting Service will inform 
the Paymaster-General of the amount incurred. 

The leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant Hora- 
tio M. Jones, Fourth Artillery, in Speciul Orders No. 
226, September 24, 1872, from this office, is extended 
until June 1, 1873. 

The resignation of Second Lieutenant Horatio M. 
Jones, Fourth Artillery, has been accepted by the Presi- 
dent, to take effect June 1, 1873. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following is a list of the changes of stations of troops reported 
at the War Department since last report : 
P Company D, Fourth Artillery, from Alvatraz Island, Cal., to 
sitku, A. T. 
t Con pany L, Fourth Artillery, from Sitka, A. T., to Alcatraz 
sland, Cal. 
‘. Company K, Sixth Cavalry, from Fort Riley, Kas., to Fort Har- 

er, Kas. 

Company A, Sixteenth Infantry, from Louisville, Ky., to Frank- 
fort, Ky. 

Company K, Nineteenth Infantry, from Little Rock, Ark., to 
Batou Rouge, L:. 

Company M, Fourth Artillery, to Presid o, Cal. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hadq'r¢rs Chicago, Ll. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 
Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


New Infantry Equipmenis.—The commanding officer 
of Companies C and G, Twentieth Infantry, having re- 
ceived the new pattern infantry equipments, Devember 
16 were authorized to turn over to the Quartermaster’s 
Department, for transportation to Rock island Arsenal, 
Rock Island, IL, the old equipments for which they are 
responsible. 


Twentieth Infantry.—Leave af absence for thirty days 
December 9 was granted Second Lieutenant C. H. Rib- 
bel, with permission to apply at headquarters Military 
Division of the Missouri for an extension of thirty days, 
the leave not to take effect until after the final adjourn- 
ment of the General Court-martial appointed by para- 
graph 2, 8. O. No. 233, o. s., from ‘department headquar- 
ters. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 


Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Leave of absences for thirty days, without pay, with 
permission to apply at headquarters Military Division 
of the Missouri for an extension of thirty days, was 
granted A. A. Surgeon A: T. Fitch, U.S. Army, De- 
eember 14. 

Leave of absence for thirty days, with ission to 
apply at headquarters Military Division of the Missouri 
for an extension of thirty days, was granted Licutenant- 
Colonel T. H. Neill, te take effect after January 1. 

A. A. Surgeon T. B. Chase, U. S. Army, December 14 
was relieved from duty at Fort Hays, Kansas, and or- 
dered to Fort Harker, Kansas, for duty, 

Cavalry Depot, St. Louis.—A General .Court-martial 
was appvinted to meet at the Cayalry Depot,-St, Louis, 
Missouri, Dscember 23. - Detail for the court; Colonel 
Edward Hatch, Ninth Cavalry; Major B,.A. Clements, 
Surgeon U. 8. Army ; Captain Joseph Conrad, Eleventh 


Infantry; Captain Myles Moylan, Seventh Cavalry; 
Captain C. E. Nesmith, Sixth Cavalry ; First Lieuten- 
ant J. T. Peule, Second Cavalry. First Lieutenant A. 
G. Forse, First Cavalry, judge-advocate. 


Fort Hays, Kansas.—A General Court-martial was a 
pointed to meet at Fort Hays, Kansas, December 23. 
Detail for the court: Colonel DaL. Floyd Jones, Third 
Infantry ; Captain J. H. Janeway, assistant surgeon U. 
8. Army; Captain J. A. Snyder, Third Iofantry ; First 
Lieutenant D. A. Griffith, Third Infantry; First Lieu 
tenant J. H. Sands, Sixth Cavalry; Second Lieutenant 
J.C. Ayres, Third Iufantry. Second Lieutenant Theo 
dore F, Forbes, Fifth Infantry, judge-advocate, 

Payment of Troops.—Major R. A. Kinzie, paymaster 
U. 8. Army, December 16 was direoted to pay the troops 
stationed at Chicago and at the Rock Island Arsenal, 
I\linois, to December 31, 1872; Major W.A. Rucker, 
paymaster U.S. Army, the troops stationed at the Cav- 
alry Depot St. Louis, Mo., and at Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., to Decemb»r 81, 1872; Major Nicholas Vedder, pay- 
master U. S. Army, the troops stationed at Leaven- 
worth Arsenal and Fort, Leavenworth, Kansas, to Decem- 
ber 81, 1872; Major E. H. Brooke, paymaster U. 8. Ar- 
my, the troops serving in Southeastern Kansas, includ- 
ing Fort Gibson. Indian Territory, and vicinity, to Forts 
Riley, Harker, Hays, and Wellace, Kansus, and Lyon, 
C. 1., and the stations of the Kansas Pacific Railroad to 
Denver City, C. T., to December 31, 1872; Major Davil 
Taylor, paymaster U. 8. Army, the troops stationed at 
Forts Larned and Dodge, Kansas, and Camp Supply, I. 
T.; Major J. B. M. Potter, paymaster U.S. Army, the 
troops stationed at Santa Fe, N. M., Forts Garland, C. 
T., and Union, N. M. ; M.jor A. B. Carey, paymaster U. 
S. Army, the troops at Forts Bayard, Craig, Cummings, 
Selden, Stanton, McRae, and Tul2rosa, N. M.; Major 
Frank Bridgman, payniaster U. S. Army, the troops at 
Santa Fe, N. M., to Fort Wingate, N. M.—all to Decem- 
ber 31, making first payment as soon after the 1st prox- 
imo as possible. 

Sixth Cavalry.—Troops I and K, en route from the 
Department of the Gulf to Fort Riley, Kansas, in com- 
pliance with paragraph 4, 8. O. No. 310, c. s., from head- 
quarters of the Army, Adju‘ant-General’s Office, D-cem- 
ber 19 were ordered by ruil 10 Fort Harker, Kansas, 
to take post. Second Lieutenant W. B. Wetmore, 
en route to join his company, December 18 was ordere 1 
to Fort Riley, Kansas, reporting to the commanding of- 
ficer for temporary duty with one of the companics of 
the Sixth Cavalry serving at that post. 

Third Infantry.—The leave of absence for seven da 
granted First Lieutenant William <rause, in 8. O. No. 
191, c. s., from headquarters Fort Dodge, Kansas, was 
extended two days December 19. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 


Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 
Twenty fourth Infuntry.—Leave of absence for thirty 
dys, with permission to apply to headquarters Military 
Division of the Missouri for an extension until February 
1, 1873, was granted Cuptaia F. W. Perry December 13. 
Ninth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty deys, 
with permission to wpply through headquarters Military 
Division of the Missouri for an extensian of three 
months, was granted Second Lieutenant C. A. Stedman 
December 9. , 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headg'rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 


Major-General T. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Abandonment of Posts.—As soon as the provisions of 
paragraph 4, 8. O. No. 267, c. s., from department head « 
quarters, have been complied with, the Posts of Lancaster 
Crab Orchard, Lexington, Paducah, Mount Sterling, and 
Shelbyville, Kentucky, under date of Dec. 19, were or- 
dered to be abandoned, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. BH. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


Assistant Surgeon V, B. Hubbard, U. 8. Army, De- 
cember 10 was assigned to duty at Jackson Barracks, 
Louisiana. 

Sizth Cavalry.—A. A. Surgeon Walker Lynn, U. 8S. 
Army, December 11 was directed to accompany Company 
K, Sixth Cavalry, to St, Louis, Missouri. 

Nineteenth Infantry—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, December 
16, Assistant Surgeon J. V. D. Middleton, Us S.. Army 
and the following officers of the Nineteenth Infan 
were detailed for the court: Captains James H. Bradtord, 
Philip H. Remington, First Lieutenauts Alfred Fred- 
berg, John Harold, thiver’ Wetmore, Jr., John, G. Leete; 
Second Lieutenant John A. Payne. First Lieutenant 
Charles B. Hall, judge-advocate. . 

First Artillery.—A correspondent writing from Fort 
Jefferson, Fia., under date ot December 12, says: 

“Ia evidence that Battery M, First Artillery, is not 
much disheartened by its change of station to this point, 
I send you the following programme of an entertain- 
ment given by the “Tortugas atic Club,” princi- 
plly formed in the battery since its arrival here, on the 
17th of last month: 

« Fort JEFFERSON, Monday, December 9, 1872. 
(Opening Night of the Tortugas Opera Hall.) 
GILBERT; OR, THE IpIoT WITNEss. 
{ The following talented artists will appear in this 











\ thrilling 3-act drama: 
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Hans Gerthold.... .............00-0000+++-Mr. Sweat 


RN IIE 0 bc cb ecicces cd ewedesies cecee Mr. Mitchell 
Janette, their daughter..................Mr. Huggins 
Gilbert... .00e. cs cceee coccesee sees «+ sede. Sprickley 
Walter Arlington......................-.Mr. Weyler 
The Earl of Sussex .... . .... Mr. Bracken 


To conclude with the side-splitting farce, 
Cousin Jor’s VIsIT. 

“The performance gave great satisfaction, and was 
witnessed by nearly every one on the island. I under- 
stand it is the intention of the olub to continue the per- 
formances during the season.” 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. S. Hancock: H'dqrtrs, New York. 


Heapquarters MIuirary Drv. or THE ATLANTIC, } 
New York Orry, December 16, 1872. 


General Orders No. 8. 

In obedience to General Orders No. 100, current series, 
from the headquarters of the Army,the undersigned 
hereby assumes command of the Military Division of the 
Atlantic and the Department of the East—headquarters 
New’ York city. 

The following officers compose the personal staff : 
Captain William G. Mitchell, Fifth Infantry, aide-de- 
camp; Captain John 8. Wharton, Nineteenth Infantry, 
aide-de-camp; First Lieutenant G. S. L. Ward, Twen- 
ty-second Infantry, aide-de-camp. 

W. 8. Hancock, Major-General. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Maj.-Gen. W.S. Hancock: Headg’rs. cor. Greene and Houston sts.,N.Y, 

The following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the East, for the week ending De- 
cember 4: First Lieutenant O. E. Michaelis, Ordnance 
Department; Surgeon J. Bill, U. 8S. Army; Major J. 
K. Mizner, Fourth Cavalry; Captain J. S. Poland, 
Sixth Infantry; First Lieutenant John L. Tiernon, 
Third Artillery; Colonel E. G. Marshall, U. 8. Army; 
Major M. A. Reno, Seventh Cavalry; Major Wm. 
Hays, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant Cass Durham, 
Eighteenth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant L. H. Jerome, 
Second Cavalry; First Lieutenant Geo. M. Wheeler, 
Corps of Engineers; Major J. A. Potter, Quartermaster 
U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant C. C. Cusick, Twenty- 
sscond Infantry; First Lieutenant Arthur Morris, 
Fourth Avtillery; Colonel H. B. Clitz, Tenth Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant Edward Maguire, Corps of Engineers; 
Second Lieutenant Henry Metcalf, Ordnance Depart- 
ment ; Second Lieutenant I, V. Greene, Corps of En- 
gineers. 


Leave of absence for five days was granted Major 
Edward Wright, Paymaster U. 8S. Army, December 23. 

Assistant Surgeon C. E. Munn, U.S. Army, Decem- 
ber 23 was ordered to Fort Adams, R. L, reporting to 
the commanding officer and t surgeon, for duty. 

Christmas in the Harbor.—The United States troops 
at the various forts in New York harbor were furnished 
with a bountiful dinner on Weduesday at the expense 
of the Government. The soldiers assembled at their dif- 
ferent messes at 1 o'clock, and discussed a dinner in 
which roast beef, pork, turkey, etc., were plentifully 
provided. Great hilarity prevailed, ani the troops ex- 
pressed themselves highly pleased at the quantity and 








. quality of the food spread before them. 


Fifth Artillery.—Major George P. Andrews, December 
20 was relieved from command of Fort Sullivan, Me., 
and ordered assume command of Fort Trumbull, Conn. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detrow, Mich. 

Fort Porter, New York.—A General Court-martial 
met at Fort Porter, New York, December 19. Detail 
for the court : Surgeon Charles H. Alden, U.S. Army; 
Captain George H. Weeks, A. Q. M., U. S. Army ; Cap- 
tains Robert E. Johnston, Wiiliam N. Tisdall: Second 
Lieutenant D. M. Scott, First Infantry. First Lieu- 
tenant John Tyler, regimental quartermaster First In- 
fantry, judge-advocate. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major- Gen. J. M. Schofield : H'dqrtrs San Francisco, Cal. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Alcatraz Island, Cal.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Alcatraz Island, California, De- 
cember 13. Detail for the court: Captain Carle A. 
Woodruff, Second Artillery ; First Lieutenant John W. 
Roder, regimental adjutant Fourth Artillery; First 
Lieutenant Charles P. Eagan, Twelfth Infantry ; First 
Lieutenants Albion Howe, Arthur Cranston, Fourth Ar- 
tillery ; Second Lieutenant Henry A. Reed, Second Ar- 

i Second Lieutenant Peter Leary, Jr., Fourth 
Artillery, judge-advocate. 

The General Court-martial which convened at Alca- 
traz Island, California, on Monday, November 25, of 
which Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Ellictt, First Cavalry, 
is president, and Seoond Lieutenant Peter Leary, Jr., 
Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate, dissolved December 8. 

Captain Thomas Wilson, Commissary of Subsistence 
U. 8. Army, December 12 wes announced as chief com- 
missary of subsiatence for this department. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Brigadier-General E. R. S. Canby ; Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Fort Vaneouver.—A General Court-martial which 
convened at Fort Vancouver, Noyember 11, of which 
Surgeon Joseph H. Bill, Medical Department, is presi- 
dent, dissolved December 8. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—A sub-depot was established 
at Jacksonville, Oregon, under the charge of First Lieu- 
term a W. Stone, Twenty-first Infantry, De- 
cem 4 

pale: eens tee: Se Dec. 6 was de- 
tailed for apecial duty at department headquarters, and 

ordered to Jacksonville, Oregon, to carry out instruc- 








Fo sped be given him by me ommenting o>) 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


December 28, 1872. 








——————————————————eeee—ee—eEEEee = 
— — 


GENERAL HARTMAN BACHE. 


BrEVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL HARTMAN BACHE was 
born September 3, 1798, at Philadelphia, Pa., aud died 
in bis native city October 8, 1872, at the age of seventy- 
four. His father was Benjamin Franklin Bache, the 
eldest grandson of the celebrated Dr. Franklin, by whom 
he was carefully educated ‘in France, the accomplished 
pupil proving eminently worthy of his distinguished 
ancestor. 

General Hartman Bache, after receiving a good Eng- 
lish and classical education, entered the U.S. Military 
Acddemy when scarce sixteen, from which institutioa 
he was graduated July 24, 1818, and at once entered the 
Army as assistant topographical engineer, with the rank 
of brevet captain in the general staff. From this time 
till 1847 he was engaged chiefly on surveys for coast de- 
fences, naval depots, harbor and river improvements, 
roads and canals,and for light-house sites; in the mean- 
while having been brevetted July 24, 1828, a major “ for 
faithful service ten _— one grade,” and promoted to be 
brevet major of staff (Topographical Engineer) August 1, 
1882, and major in the ps of La gry Engi- 
neers upon its formation July 7, 1888. In the ex2cu- 
tion of these numerous and varied surveys he was, says 
the Chief of Eagineers, “ the first to use, in this country, 
the refined methods of survey and mapping, and the re- 
sults of his labors have served as models to the present 
day.” Of his Charleston harbor survey and mup, per- 
haps his chef-d’euvre, we can speak in the hignest 
terms of commendation, having constantly used it for 
years while superintending the construction of the de- 
tences, light-houses, and improvements of its harbor, 
never during that period having discovered the slig! t- 
est inaccuracy in its admirable topography and hydro- 

hy. 

- 1835 Bache had designed a masonry light-house 
for Brandywine shoal in Delawar? Bay, and had com- 
menced its foundations; but, in 1847, he decided to con- 
struct it with Mitchell’s iron screw-piles, which had 
been so successfully used at the Maplin sands, Wye en- 
trance, and for other lights on the stormy British coast. 
The Brandywine shoal light-house had its focal plane 
forty-aix feet above the sea level, a convenient keeper’s 
dwelling being arranged just below the lantern. For 
its protection against the heavy drift-ice of Delaware 
Bay, a strong, elongated, hexagonal ice-breaker was 
formed of thirty-seven iron screw-piles, throughly con- 
nected by iron braces, to diffuse the violent ice concus- 
sions over the whole structure. This screw-pile light 
and its ice-breaker, built at an expense of less than $65,- 
000, have successfully encountered storm and flood for 
near @ quarter of a century, and yet stand as enduring 
monuments of their constructor’s engineering skill. 

Bache, after the completion of these works, became a 
member of the Board ot Engineers for Lake-harbors, and 
Western rivers; and from 1855 to 1859 was on duty on 
the Pacific coast as light-house engineer and inspector, 
and in charge of mili roads. Returning to the At- 
lantic June 16, 1859, he was till April 11, 1861, the light- 
house engineer of the extended coast line comprising the 
Fourth, Fifth, and Seventh light-house districts. Upon 
these three classes of engineering—harbors, rivers, and 
light-houses—he had bestowed much patient study and 
close observation. As a noted instance of his atiention 
to the first class may be cited that, as early as 1822, 
while he was makirg surveys at Mount Desert Island in 
Maine, and a quarter of a century before the first break- 
water at Dover, on thecoast of England, was built, he dis- 
coverel in one of nature's harbors the advantages in deep 
water of a vertical exterior face for break waters, of which 
he was ever after the earnest advocate; of the second 
class may be adduced his successful plan for improving 
the navigation of the River Thames in Connecticut by a 
system of wing-dams end dredging; and of the last his 
numerous light-house works attest his constructive 
skill. 

During the Rebellion, from April 11, 1861, to June 16, 
1862, Bache was on duty in the Topographical Bureau 
at Washington city, first in charge, and then as an as- 
sistant; and subsequently, till the termination of his 
military career, February 21, 1870, he was a very effi- 
cient member of the Light-house Board, being also, from 
November 5, 1864, to November 11, 1865, in charge of 
the defences of the Delaware. In the meanwhile he had 
been promoted lieutenant-colonel, Corps of Topograph- 
ical ineers, August 6, 1861, and colonel Corps of En- 
gineers, March 8, 1868, when the former corps was merged 
in the latter; brevetted brigadier-general U, S. Army 
March 13, 1865, “ for long, faithful, and meritorious ser- 
vices;” and retired from active service March 7, 1867, 
after half a century of faithful duty in the Army and of 
conscientious devotion to his profession. With just 
pride, therefore, did he agy, » few weeks before his death, 
“T have never in my long period of service asked to be 
relieved from an order, and never but ance for leave of 
absence, which was to enable me to join my sop (Colonel 
F. M. Bache), dying in 1867 in France from disease con- 
tracted while with the Army of the Potomac.” 

Though deprived, a week after his birth, of the foster- 
ing care of a father, Bache, by his careful self-culture, 
untiring industry, methodical habjts, and mental dis- 
cipline, proved a worthy descendant of an illustrious 
ancestry, and honored a name as noted in social circles 
as eminent for science. Fr m his first entrance into the 
Military Academy he exhibited striking characteristics. 
Though staid, was courteous in manner, zealous and de- 
voted to duty, firm and fearless in right, solid and stable 
in judgment, subordinate to superiors, and loving to 
comrades, and with all possessing a fine figure lithe as a 
Gaul, ly bearing, and manly presence, was the 

tern of hig class, upon whom was bestowed its 
ighest military honor—the colonel of the Corps of Ca- 
dets. The boy proved the father to the man, who, as an 
officer in every grade, performed ail that was entrusted 
to him with steady persistency and exhaustive thoroygh- 
ness; was ever at his post of duty, and neglected no re- 
cpenatiity imposed by the Government; though de- 
y_ pertinacious in his professional ae was 
never dogmatic in their advocacy ; and, w 





disciplinatian, he po tempered his wathority with justice 





and kindness that obedience was more the result of af- 
fection than of command. But, with all his soldierly 
qualities, he was yet more estimable in his domestic 
sphere. Simple aud unostentatious in manner; modest- 
ly reserved, with dignified self-respect ; deferential to 
equals, and reverent to superiors; polished in speech, 
and genial in intercourse; cheerful in spirit, and equable 
in temper; truthful to bluntness, conveying no false im- 
pression ; neither the flatterer of power nor the detrac- 
tor of merit ; sensitive of his honor, and of spotless in- 
tegrity ; feithful in friendship, and sympathetic to mis- 
fortune; mild in his judgments, and nobly forgiving; 
denying to self, but lavish in chari+y; of masculine firm- 
ness, with the tenderness of woman; passionately fond 
of children, ever won by his caresses ; and devoted to his 
family,of which he was the perpetual ido!. His har- 
monious development of character, strengthened with 
his years, leaving no wrinkles on the heart; his fresh- 
ness of feeling was never hardened or perverted by the 
world; but he continued good without affectation, 
bountiful without ostentation, full ot generous impulses 
and manly excellence, and in the shadow of death 
could truthfully say that— 
“ We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 


We should count time by heart-throbs, He most lives 
Who thinks most, fvels the noblest, acts the best.” 


G. W. C. 





—_—_—_ 


GENERAL SHERMAN ON THE ARMY. 


On Tuesday, at the annual dinner of the New Eng- 
land Society at Delmonico’s, Wew York, in response to 
the toast, “‘ The Army and Navy of the United States,” 
General Sherman said: 

“Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN: It certainly is 
to me a very great pleasure to be here to-night among 
my New England friends, but I am a little taken aback 
by this toast being put so early in the evening, for I 
have least to say. I know that thousands of my fellow- 
soldiers far away from here will be rejoiced when they 
learn that the people of New England and their repre- 
sentatives in New York have remembered them this 
night. I hope you all feel toward them the same kindly 
sentiment which I feel in their cause, because I believe 
them to be worthy of it. I speak of my comrades of the 
Army especially, regretting that there are no Naval offi- 
cers here to represent their branch of the military power. 
For the Army, although a part of our nation, of our Na- 
tional Government, is iree of politics. It is not mixed 
up with the questions which disturb our peace of mind, 
and which Mr. Beecher has so well spoken of this even- 
ing. It is composed of all parties, yet supporting none, 
and all the people of the United States may turn to it 
as the national symbol, for they have sworn to obey the 
laws of the country and its constituted authorities, be 
they whom they may, and they have ever kept their 
promise, and I believe they ever will. Surely, so far as 
I can control it, they will. [Applause.] Why doI see 
on your crowded streets so much wealth—see ladies 
dressed as none others in the world, and gentlemen re- 
plete with wealth, with carriages and outfittings of al- 
most regal pomp? Why is New York so wealthy? Be- 
cause there is a country behind you filled with indus- 
tries, a population providing products sufficient for the 
world, and passing through your doors, on which you 
make your profit. This land behind you now is in 
peace. Why isit so? The little Army, a handful of 
men, is over on the frontier, moving like the waves of 
the sea, step by step, not enjoying any of the riches 
which you enjoy here to-night, living to-day as your 
forefathers did two hundred years ago, exposed to win- 
ter storms; living upon food sometimes which you 
would reject from your own kitchens, with no hope of 
ever getting anything better save by a visit to their 
homes. You don’t see it, but I hear of it every day. It 
has been for the last fifty years, and probably will be 
until the Atlantic and Pacific meet half way. They ex- 
tend the country, contribute to your wealth, and they 
are unseen, I am, therefore, grateful that you remem- 
ber them, because they surely are entitled to a share of 
the wealth and luxuries you enjoy here to-night. [Ap- 

lause.}] That is one of the duties of the Army of the 

nited States, but it is notall. We now rank amor 
the first nations in the world. We number forty mit 
lions of people; we are separated from the old world, it 
is true, by three thousand miles of ocean; that, although 
those three thousand miles are traversed by thousands 
of steamers which bring us into weekly con- 
tact, daily contact, with Europe, we have neighbors 
on the North and South, not our equals in the sense of 
war, still they are our neighbors, who may complicate 
us with other governments, and it is right we should 
keep up our knowledge of military affairs, which will 
enable us at the shortest notice to compete with any 
power that may possibly come in contact with us. [Ap- 
plause.] I would not advise aggression, but we all know 
the pride of our people will not stand any insult, come 
from whatever quarter it may. [Cheers] We must 
keep up our honor unsullied, and that can only be done 
by an organized force we call an army, and that army 
can only keep in discipline by a system of instruction 
which constitutes one of the professions of all nations. 
First is that honor, that sense of integrity and honor 
which pervades all armies; in this respect I hope you 
notice our Army is equal to any army on earth. [Ap- 
plause.] Then the science of organization—which many 
seem to di as a science in itself—a science by 
which masses of men are made into an organized whole, 
so that they can be controlled by the Executive Gov- 
ernment and the heads of the nation as one man. This 
is ascience which requires study and care. Then our 
arms and equipments must be kept equal to the best in 
the world, and I believe that also has been accomplished. 
Applause.] I have recently seen the armies of Europe 

m one end to the — a have come to this con- 
clusion, simple gnd plain—that we cannot imitate an 
other nation. We Lich toous Viens in nétysal tom 4 
ment, in the character of our people, and in the objects 








to be accomplished, and we must construct on this con: 
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tinent an army to suit our own purposes, small or large, | ofticiated and préached a very able sermon at the 


according to the necessities of the case. We must en- 
graft on that army the principles of military law, which 
are common to the whole world; an army equipped, 
ready at any moment for any emergency, and careful to 
steer clear of the mistakes of the recent war. It must 
continue to be a school that can, at will, infuse into the 
masses of our volunteers and militia a spirit that shall 
leaven the whole people intoa regular army. I see in 
Broadway the materials to organize an army equal to 
the finest ever raised by Prussia, if the same system 
were observed of selecting the army from the best young 
men of the country. I don’t advocate such a system, but 
mention it as an illustration of our great inherent re- 
sources. General Sherman returned thanks for the 
cordiality of his reception, and concluded. 








WE extract the following from the New York World: 


“General Sherman has addressed to the ARMY AND 
Navy JOURNAL 4 vindication of the young officers of the 
army from aspersions which somebody has been engaged 
in casting upon them. It is the fashion to say about 
such documents that they do honor to the head and 
heart of their author, and indeed General Sherman sel- 
dom writes without showing good feeling and good 
sense. His testimony is unusually valuable because he 
has just had opportunities of observing other services. 
He does not go into a defence of West Point, but he 
maintains that the young officers in active service in our 
army are not only as good officers but as highly culti- 
vated and worthy human beings as the young officers of 
any European service. By inference, therefore, they 
must enter the army with as good an equipment of ac- 
quirements and habits. This we believe to be true. 
For, though West Point may not be equal as a special 
school to St. Cyr or Sandhurst, the graduates of St. Cyr 
and Sandhurst are only found in special arms of the 
French and English services, while the graduates of 
West Point furnish forth not only the staff but the line 
of our own small army of officers. West Point certainly 
does not impart studious tastes unless they are brought to 
it, and for a young man without studious tastes, service on 
the plains, which is the only sort of real service the 
American officer sees in time of peace, is not favorable to 
growth in grace or in intellectual activity. But it ill 
becomes us to forget that the graduates of West Point are 
the only class of zealous and competent public servants 
we possess. The waste saved every year by the officers of 
the Engineer Corps alone in the public works of which 
they have charge would almost pay the cost of West 
Point since its foundation. And it is, we may justly say, 
due to the traditions and the influence of West Point 
that so large a proportion of its graduates come out un- 
soathed from the ordeal of that life upon the plains 
which is so apt to reduce those who ure subjected to it 
to utter worthlessness. The success in one branch of 
the public service, of thorough training, has been so 
marked as to furnish an eloquent appeal for a like 
thorough training in all other branches of the public 
service, But instead of the extension by Congress into 
the arts of peace of the theory upon which our school in 
the art of war is founded, we have the annual spectacle 
of a demagogic Congressman rising to demand the ex- 
tirpation of West Point as a “ hot-bed of aristocracy.” 








‘THE NAVY. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE sloop Portsmouth, third rate, left New York on 
Monday, December 23, en route to the Pac ific. 


CHAPLAIN JAMES J. KANE has been detached from 
the Mare Island Navy-yard, and granted leave of ab- 
sence. 


THE Board of Officers for the examination of midship- 
men fur promotion to ensigns, of which Commodore W. 
E. LeRoy was president, has been dissolved. 

THE Richmond arrived st Norfolk on the 19th inst. 
from Philadelphia. She was compelled to anchor in the 
Delaware offjNew Castle for about twenty hours in the 
ice, owing to some derangement of the machinery. 


Ir is not known whether the referees appointed to set- 
tle the New Orleans prize claims have made a report. 
If they have it has not been adopted by the court. Noth- 
ing is known relative to-their action at the Department. 


EFFORTS have been making for some time past to 
raise @ ponderous 15-inch gun from its resting-place in 
the bottom of the river at the foot of South Eleventh 
street, opposite Cobb dock, of the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 
where it was lost on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
It was one of seven sent from Bordentown, New J: ersey, 
to the foundry of Merrill & Sons to be remeeted. On 
December 22, the carriage, which was sunk with it, was 
recovered, and divers reported that the gun was lying in 
the mud, sixteen feet below the surface, with one trun- 
nion fointing upward. Powerful derricks are ready to 
do the raising as soon as the gan is shackled. 

LIgzUTENANT L. C. Looan, of Admiral Alden’s staff, 
writing to the widow of Gunner C. W. Homer, U. 8. 
Navy, who died of typhoid fever in the hospital at 
Cherbourg, Francs, on November 5, says: “He died at 
4 o’clock, in apparently little or no pain, gradually 
dropping away as if ina sound slumber, being at the 
time unconscious. The morning previous te his death, 
1 told him Lieutenant Hooker and I were to be dis- 
eharged the next day from the hospital and he replied, 
he believed he would go along too. I told him he must 
wait aod get stronger ; to which he replied he was going 
to get up in a few moments and see how he felt, show- 
ing he did not realize the situation. His funeral took 
place November 7,at 4 o'clock, Lieutenant Hooker and 
myself having delayed our departure to see it properly 
conducted. The military authorities kindly offered to 
participate, and the Frensh admiral, together with some 
twenty officers, fifty sailors, and a guard of forty marines 
formed the escort; three French officers, together with 
myself, acted as pall bearers. A Protestant minister 








church after which we proceeded to the grave, which 
was near the graves of several people from the Kearsarge 
killed in the action with the Alabama. He was beloved by 
all his shipmates, and highly esteemed by all who knew 
him.” 

A CORRESPONDENT, writing from Shanghai, China, 
November 4, informs us that Rear-Admiral Jenkins has 
disposed of the vessels of the Asiatic station for the 
present as follows: “ The Colorado and Lackawanna 
have gone to Singapore, where the Admiral will transfer 
his flag to the Lackawanna, aud the Colorado will go to 
New York via Cape of Good Hope. The Alaska has 
also left for New York via the same route, expecting to 
reach the United States about March1. The Zacka- 
wanna will visit Calcutta as well as Bombay, ports sel- 
dom visited by United States vessels—the latter port in 
one instance only, by the Shenandoah. The Hartford 
will be met at Bombay and become flagship. The Jro- 
quote will remain at Shanghai till spring, when it is ex- 
pected she will visit Japan. The Monocacy will go u 
the Yangtze-Kiang river to Hankow (700 miles inland) 
about November 15, and remain during the winter. The 
Saco will leave here in a few weeks for Japanese ports, 
and the Palos left November 2 for Ningpo. Paymaster 
John H. Stevenson arrived at Shanghai November 6 to 
relieve Paymaster Tuttle on the Lackawanna, and will 
proceed to Hong Kong to join that vessel per steamer 
of to-day (7th). Paymaster Long also came by same 
steamer, and will proceed to Tien-tsin to assume the 
duties of Paymaster of the Ashuelot. The command- 
ing officer of the Ashwelot has been acting as paymas- 
ter for several months.” Subsequent despatches say 
that the Lackawanna arrived at Calcutta December 20. 


A DESPATCH from Hong Kong, China, dated Novem- 
ber 10, says: The Colorado arrived here from Shanghai 
on the morning of November 2. She left her anchorage 
at Wasung, on the morning of October 28, and the 
mouth of the Yangtsiton the morning of the October 29. 
She reports having had a strong northeast gale and 
rough weather all the way down. She could have run 
in on the morning of the November 1, thus making one 
vf the quickest runs on record; but the weather had 
been very thick for two days, so on arriving off Hong 
Kong on the evening of October 31 it was deemed safer 
to stand out to sea during the night and run in next 
day. She made twelve knots an hour, running under 
closes reefed top-sails, showing herself a No. 1 sailer 
when well handled. Admiral Jenkins will go up to 
Canton November 11, accompanied by his staff and Cap- 
tain Shirley, of the Lackawanna, to pay an official visit 
to the Viceroy of the district. Soon after his return it 
is expected that the Colorado will sail for Singapore, 
and we will see the last of that noble old ship in these 
waters. The gallant crew of the Admiral’s barge, the 
Daring, won the championship of the Asiatic station 
soon after her arrival at Singapore in August, 1870, in a 
well contested race with the Delaware’s boat, which held 
it at the time. They have retained it against all comera 
ever since, except fora fiw months, when it was won 
and held a short time by an outside built boat belonging 
to the Alaska. There is every prospect now that this 
gallant crew will retain it to the end of their cruise, and 
when the homeward bound pennant shall stream from 
the masthead of the Colorado, and the glad shouts of 
the jolly tars shall resound from her rigging in response 
to the cheers of their comrades on the other ships, these 
well earned laurels of victory will be still encircling 
their brows. The health of officers and crews on all the 
ships of the fleet is fully as good as the average at the 
date of this writing. 


DEspPATCHES from Rear-Admiral Wm. Rogers Tay- 
lor, commanding the South Atlantic Station, dated as 
late as November 23, have been received by the Navy 
Department. The flag-ship Lancaster was at the time 
in the harbor of Rio de Janeiro. The repairs to that 
vessel were completed, and on the 25th of November she 
was to sail for the Rio dela Plata. Rear-Admiral Tay- 
lor gives the following information as to the movements 
of foreign men-of-war on that station. October 26, the 
French frigate Flore, flag-ship of Rear-Admiral De Lape- 
lin, sailed from Rio for France; November 1 H. B. M. 
gunboat Dart arrived from the northern port of Brazil; 
November 5 the Brazilian gunboat Yparinga arrived 
from Pernambuco; November 16 the French gunboat 
Pregant arrived from St. Paul de Loando; November 17 
the French ship Aialante sailed for the Pacific as flag- 
ship of Rear-Admiral Baron Roussin ; November 18 the 
Brazilian gunboat Araguay, flagship of Rear-Admiral 
Barad de Passageur, arrived from St. Catherine’s, arid 
the Admiral’s flag was shifted to the irun-clad Brazil; 
November 21, the Dart sailed for the La Plata. The 
usual interchange of civilities had taken place between 
the Lancaster and the newly arrived ships of war. His 
Imperial Majesty Don Pedro II. visited the French 
iron-clad Atalante, on which occasion all the foreign 
men-of-war in the harbor fired salutes. The Ziconderoga 
left Santos October 1 and arrived at St. Catherine’s Octo- 
ber 4. No American vessels had visited St. Cathcrine’s 
for several months—the last being a whale-ship. The 
harbor was formerly a great resort for whalers but is not 
much so now, owing to the decrease in the humber of 
vessels engaged in this pursuit and the dangor of losing 
their crews by desertion, there being no way of «rrest- 
ing them. The Ticonderoga left St. Catherine’s about 
the 9th of October for Montevideo, arriving at the latter 
place October 16. The condition of the country was 
quiet, and business active and flourishing. There is a 
great scarcity of seamen, and many vessels are detained 
at Montevideo for want of crews. Large bounties are 
offered for men. November 15 the American bark Le- 
panto from Montreal to Buenos Ayres with lumb:r, an- 
chored in the roadstead to receive a pilot and communi- 
cate with agent. The master desiring to get under 
way again, a considerable number of the crew refused to 
do duty, and acted in a mutinous manner. Com:iander 
Badger observing the flag of the bark with union down, 
sent a boat toher,and at the request of the mzster of 
the bark put the men in irons and had them brought on 
board the Ziconderoga. The U.S. consul was sent for, 





came aboard and investigated the affair, and finding the 
complaints of the men frivolous, advised them to return 
to duty and take the vessel to her destination, when 
the consul there would fully investigate the case 
and see justice done. The men persistently refused to 
resume duty, and at the reqzest of the master 
of the bark, Commander Badger sent a sufficient 
number of men from the Ticonderoga in charge 
of Lieutenant Allibone, to take the bark to Buenos 
Ayres, where they safely anchored her. The mutinous 
men were sent to jail by the consul at Buenos Ayres. 
The Wasp sailed from Montevideo, November 8, for Rio 
Grande, to look after our interests in that quarter, and 
was there November 15. There were no American ves- 
sels in port and only two or three American citizens. 
Soon after the arrival of the Wasp, offers of assistance 
were received from all the authorities. Visits were paid 
to the commodore commanding the division of the river, 
the general commanding the province, and the captain 
of the port —all of which were promptly returned. Com- 
mander Quackenbush was going in a few days to Port 
Allegro, in the hajoon, where a small steamer would be 
placed at his disposal to enable the party to proceed to 
the coal mine which he has instructions to examine. 
October 24, the paymaster’s yeoman of the Wasp found 
means to enter the safe of the vessel and abstracted some 
$12,000 in gold, government money. The yeoman is 
supposed to have left by sea before the robbery was dis- 
covered. The English mail steamer of the Pacific line, 
which brought down the mail in November to Montevi- 
deo, was totally wrecked on Cape |St. Mary’s, near the 
mouth of the La Plata. The mails and the most of the 
people on board were saved, several lives were lost by 
the capsizing of one of the boats. Commander Badger 
sent to the commanding officer of the English eorvette 
Pylades, offering to send the Wasp to the assistance of 
the wrecked steamer. The assistance was not considered 
necessary, as the commanding officer of the Pylades had 
information that the passengers were already landed, 
and the Pylades would take with her one of the gun- 
boats in the Larbor. 


A LIBEL SUIT ABANDONED. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: In justice to my brother, Chaplain James J. 
Kane, U. 8S. Navy, at present in California, I deem it 
my Guty to reply to the article headed “ A Libel Suit 
Abandoned,” contained in your paper of the 14th inst., 
as it suggests a doubtful construction, and state that the 
matters in issue jin the action of Kane v. Thomas were 
adjusted and settled between the parties by their re- 
spective attorneys; and that the plaintiff personally had 
no knowledge or information that the said action would 
be discontinued, until after the order was entered there- 
for. 

Auoysius J. Kane, of Logan & Kane, Attorneys for 
Plaintiff. 
New York, December 21, 1872. 














NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


December 18.—Lieutenant Willie Swift, Assistant Paymaster 
Wm. W. Barry, Boatswain Edward Bousall, and Acting Carpen- 
ter Wm. H. Barrett, to the store ship Supply on the 2d of Janu- 


next. 

"Feed Assistant Paymaster Henry C. Machette, to the Terror, 
per steamer of the 11th of January next. 

DecemBER 19.—Assistant Surgeon Wm. A. Corwin to the Naval 
Hospital, Cheisea, Mass. 

‘citing Assistant Surgeon J. W. Elston, to Mound City, Ill. 

DéoeMBER 5. lieutenant Doane? .. pp weet to 
temporary duty in charge of practice ships, etc., Nava emy. 

First ‘Aasiatant Engineer i Schuyler Ross, to the Wabash, Ha- 
ropean Station. 

Becond Assisiant Engineer Jefferson Brown, to the Navy-yard, 
New Yor . 

DeceMBER 21.—First Assistant Engineer A. J. Kenyon, to the 
Navy-yard, New York, on the 6th of January next. 


DETACHED. 


DecemBer 18.—Lieutenant James M. Forsyth, from the Navy 
yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to the store ship Supply on the 24 
f January. 
‘ Lieutensnt 5.6, ene ee Navy-yard, Washington, 
and ordered to the Suppiy on the 2d of January. 
Lieutenant by? oy pete my - receiving ship Vermont, 
and ordered to the Supply on the 2d of January. 
. ~ ~— ieee W. Cassell, from the Pawnee, and placed on wait- 
inge rs, ! 
ECEMBER 19.—Masters Clinton K. Curtis and William E. B. 
ny = the on mtyig and ordered to the store ship Supply 
nm the 2d of Jan next. 
F Suapeen Minee Bradley, on the Naval Station, Mound City, 
Tl., and placea on waiting orders. 
Passed Assistant rye P. one from the receiving 
ehip Ohio, and ordered e store 'o : 
Assistant Surzeon G. O. Allen, from the Naval Hospital, Chel- 
sea, Mass., and ordered to the receiving ship Ohio, at Boston. 
DEcEMBER 20.—First fanpop oe B. F. Wood, from the 
the Na een ioe York, and pi on waiting orders. 
Mate Louis. i. Cees, from the receiving ship Ohio, at Boston, 
nd ordered to ‘ortune. 
r Mate Alfred W. — from the Fortune, and ordered to the re- 
ieving ship Ohio, at ton. 
; Desueee 21.—Second Assistant Engineee Julien 8. Ogden, from 
the Navy-yard, New York, and ordered to the Naval ° 
Second Assistant Engineer Fredk. Schober, from the Naval 
Academy, ths’ leave. PS ut 





and granted six mon 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

DecEMBER 20.—Passed Assistant Paymaster H. T. 3B. Harris, 

granted six months’ leave. 
RESIGNED. 

First Assistant Engineer Daniel W. Grafley, to take effect on 
the lst of April, 1873. 
SENTENCE REMITTED. 


The residue of the term of suspension of Commander A. A. Sem- 
mes is remitted, to take effect December 25, 


LIST OF DEATHS 

In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending December 21, 1872; 

Charles W. Homer, gunner, November 6(U.8. steamer Wabash), 
at Naval Hospital, Cherbourg, France. 

Truman M. Jones, first assistant engineer, November 22, U. S. 
steamer Wabasb, at Carthagena, Te 

James Henny, marine, December 10, Naval Hospitel, Washing 


ton. 

Joseph M. R. Simmons, assistant surgeon, December 16, Naval, 
Hospi Ph i 

Tonncis Sates, marine, December 20, Washington City. 
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LIST OF U. 8. VESSELS. 


The following isa list of vessels in commission, date when put in 
commission, names of their commanding officers, and stations when 
last heard from: . 

NORTH ATLANTIC STATION. 

Poe . 2 ote (15), ebrvery = 1871, Captain J. B. Creigh- 
ton, ev West, December 

Caneainieee, 2a rate (19), February 2, 1872, Captain William 
Ronckendorff, Key West, Fia., November 30. 

Wyoming, 3d rate (6). November 4, 1871, Commander F. H. 
Baker, Key Wes‘, December 15. 

Shawmnt, 3d rate (3), March 16, 1871, Commander E. E. Potter 

Commander Henry T. Howison ordered to command), Key West, 


Nipsic, 3d rate FP) Decmret, 1869, Commander R. L. Phythian, 
C Hay'ien, Hayti, Novem ber 27. . 
Terror, lron-elad, 3d rate (4). December 8, 1869, Captain S. P. 
Quackenbush, Key West. Fla., December 3. 
Pangur, 4th rate (2), iron-clal Commander A, E. K. Benham, 
Norfolk, December 5, coine 'o Key West, Fla. : 
Richmond, 2d rate (14). November 18, 1872, Captain T. Pattison, 
Philade|phia, December 12, ordered to Hampton Roads. 
Powhaten, 24 rate (17), February 19, 1872, Captain | eirce Crosby, 
Norfolk, December 5; going to Key West, Fla. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC STATION. 


“Lancaster, 24 rate 22), Angee 2°, 1969, Captain C. H. B. Cald- 
well, flarehip, Rio de Janeiro. October 23. 

Ticonderog”, 2d rate (11), February 6, 1871, Commander O. C. 
Bafger. Moutevideo, October 15. 

+ Wasp, 4th rate (1), Mav 11, 1865, Commander J. N. Quacken~- 
bush (Commander A. T. Mahan ordered to command), Montevideo, 
October 24. 

EUROPEAN STATION. 


Wabash, Ist rate (45), October 24, 1870, Captain William G. Tem- 
ple flauship, Nice, December 1. 

Shenandoah, °d rate (11), Aucust 15, 1870, Captain C. H. Welles, 
Marseilles, France, November 17. 

Brooklyn, 2d rate (20). Anust 24, 1870, Captain Andrew Bryson, 
en route to Naples, Italy. November 1. : 

Wachusett, 34 rate (6), June 1,1871, Commander T. 8. Fillebrown, 
Niece, France, November 28. 

t+ Plymouth, 2d rate (12), January 20, 1869, Captain R. W. Shu- 
feldt, Nice, France, November 28. ; 

Congress, 24 rate (16), March 4, 1871, Captain A. C. Rhiud, 
Malta, November 28. 

ASIATIC STATION. 

Hartford, 24 rate (18), October 9, 1872, Captain E. Y. McCauley, 
fingship, en route ; left New York November 6. 

Lackwwanna, 24 rate ('9), Mav 9, 1872, Captain Paul Shirley, 
Shanghai, October 22; going to Singapore. 

Iroquois, 24 rate (6), Augnst 11, 1871, Commander H. A. Adams, 
Shanghai, China, October 22. 

1 Ashuelot, 3:1 rate (6), April 4, 1866, Commander R. R. Wallace, 
Tien-tsin, China, September 30; wintering there. 

1 Monoeacy, 3d rate (6), August, 1866, Commander O, F. Stanton, 
Wu-ung. China, October 15. 

Saco, 3d rate .) July 22, 1870, Commander E. Terry, Shanghai, 
China, October 22. 

Yantic, 3d rate (3), August 13, 1872, Commander Byron Wilson, 

on : 


iIdaho, 3d rate (7), wooden sniling vessel, October 3, 1867, 
Lieutenant-Commander J. C. Watson, storeship, Yokohama, 
Janan, Octa.ber 22. 

Palos, 4th rate (16), June 11, 1870, Lieutenant-Commander J. 
H. Rowland, Wusung, China, Oc! ober 22. 


NORTH PACIFIC STATION, 


California, 21 rite @)). December 12, 1870, Captain J, C. P. De 
Krafft, flagship, San Francisco, Cal., December 16 ; going to Sund- 
wich Isian’s. 

Benicia, 2d rate (12), September 16, 1872, Captain A. G. Clary, left 
Ban Francisco December 7 for Sandwich Islands. 

Saranac, 2d rate (11). January 21, 1870, Captain T. 8. Phelps, 
Ban Francisco, November 23. 

Narragausett, 3d rate (5), October, 1870, Commander R. W. Meade, 
Sydney, Australia, Se, tember 3v. 


SOUTH PACIFIC STATION. 


Pensacol», 21 rate (22), October 4, 1871, Captain J. H. Upshur, 
Payta, Peru, October 29. 
aha, 2d rute (1) September 12, 1872, Captain J. C. Febiger, 

en route, Funchal, Madeira, November 13. 

Tuscarora, 3d rate (6), May 16, 1872, Commander G, E. Belknap, 
Callao, November 13. 

Onward, 4th rate (3), wooden sailing vessel, November 3, 1868, 
Lieutenant-Commander Edwia White, storeship, Callao, Peru. 


SPECIAL SERVICE, ETC. 


Kansaz, 2d rate (3), September 26, 1870, Commander A, V. Reed, 
left Norfolk D. cember 3 for Nicaragua. 

Tallapoosa, 4th rate, August 1, 1868, Lieutenant D. G. Me- 
Ri'chi+, Navy yard service. 

Michigan, rate (8), September, 1844, Commander George Brown, 


vie, Pa. 
Frolic, 4th rate (8), January 18, 1872, Lieutenant-Commander U. 

M. Schoonmaker, Vice Admiral 8. ('. Rowan’s flagship, New York. 
Portsmouth, 34 rate (4), November 4, 1872, Commander J. 8, 

Skerrett, New York; ordered to the Pacific, surveying service. 

Guard, 4th ra’e (4), fitting at New York. 

Supply, 4:h rate (6), titting at New York. 


WOODEN SAILING VESSELS. 


Constellation, 3d rate (10), November, 1871, Captain W. N. Jeffers, 
Annapolis, Md. 

New Hampshire, 2d rate (15), Commander E. K. Owen, receiving 
ship, Norfolk, Va. i ; 

Ohio, 2d rate @) receiving ship, Boston, Mass,, Commander C. 
Hatfield, temporarily. 
ue pee rate (16), Commander J, Watters, receiving ship, 

‘ew York. 

Pawnee, 3d rate (2), December 17, 1879, Lieutenant-Commander 

C Merriman, receiving ship, Pensacola, Fla. 
ndependence, 3d rate (22), Commander B. Gherardi, receiying 
ship. Mare Islaud, Cul. 
‘otome, $d race (18), Commander W. W. Queen, receiving ship, 
oe (36), Co: der S. L. Breese, recei 
ne, rate (36), mmander receiving shi 
Portsmouth, N. H. or. g 

Santee, 3d rate (49), Paymaster J. Furey, in charge, gunnery ship, 

Male, Of rate (8), P ter J. F in charge, practice shi 
e, rate (8), Paym's . Furey, tice s) 
Naval Academy. ° - 

ORDERED AND EN ROUTE HOME, 

Colorado, 1st rate (45), February 15, 1870, Captain C, H. Baldwin, 
be yy row pm ae & foe New Lama Blake 
sailed trom Wasang oe gt Tn York. i re ? 

t. rate , Fel . Commander T. C. 
Harris, left San Francisco November 23 for Norfolk. 7 


FITTING OUT. 
erg ree] 2d rate (11), Portsmou:h, N. H. 
Janiata, 3d rate (8), peed Say Mass. 


* New crew and new oificers June 26, 1872. 

t Two or three changes of officers and crew since commissioned 
t Retitted since. 

| Received new officers and crews since date of commission, 











A MEDLEVAL NAVAL FIGHT. 


Tas fights at Crotona, narrated in my Jast article, were 
but the - of Io wren battles which Venice found it 
necessary for protection of her coumerce, to main- 
tain against the followers of the Prophet; and to these 
she undoubtedly owed her development as a vast naval 
power; but, as the accounts of by contemporary 


‘chroniclers are vague, 





contradictory and confuse, and 
as we shall have ample unity of making our- 
selves familiar with the tactics of the injidel when we 
come to the great battle of Lepanto, I prefer to pass them 
over in silence, as well as other conflicts in which Venice 
was engaged with opposing Christian States, and shall, 
therefore, commence my story from the period when the 
long-existing, ill-disguised hatred between her and her 
commercial rival, Genoa the Proud, had broken out for 
the third time into open war, and at the very moment— 
two hours before sunset, on the 13th of Febrnary, 1353, 
when the allied forces of Venice, Arragon and Constan- 
tinople, numbering seventy-five galleys and commanded 
in thief by Nicolo Pisani, were preparing to attack, in 
the vicinity of Constantinople, the Genoese fleet of sixty- 
four g:lleys led by the redoubtuble Paganino Doria. 

The line of battle of the allies was formed about two 
in the afternoon with the Arragonese on the right, the 
Greeks on the left, the haughty republicans in the cen- 
tre; but the wind was so high, and the sea so rough and 
irregular that no line could long be preserved, and when 
the battle was actually joined, there was but little more 
order in the allied fleet than in that of Doria, who, taken 
completely by surprise, scarcely had time to signal to 
two of his squadrons cruising at some distance from 
him on his flanks, close with all speed, before the enemy 
was reported to be bearing down upon him. But the 
Genoese was a thorough master of his art, and observing 
that Pisani, in his eagerness to intercept one of the de- 
tached squadrons, extended his centre and right 
wing so far to the right as to isolate the Grecian vessels, 
eight in number on the left, he determined to concen- 
trate on these his whole disposable force, which, with 
this object in view, he now formed into a wedge, the 
port column of which was instructed to keep its course 
right through the gap between the objective aimed at 
and the Venetian left, and assail the Greeks in rear, 
while the starboard column was to be thrown at the in- 
stant the head of the wedye should be seen passing the 
Grecian right, quickly into line in its front. This dis- 
position being made, he signalled to oblique at full speed 
four points to the right. The Greeks, however, did not 
await his coming; but adopting the mode of warfare for 
which, under the empire, they had become notorious, they 
reversed their order by an exceedingly rapid evolution, 
and spreading their canvas to a fair southerly gale, 
were soon snugly anchored under the fortifications of 
the Golden Horn, whence the imperial admiral, Con- 
stantine Tarchiniota, enjoyed an undisturbed view, while 
day-light lasted, of the prowess of those whom he had 
so prudently deserted. Beholding the bad conduct of 
the Greeks, Pisani made no effort to recall them; but, 
moving first by the right flank, and then deploying on 
the centre of his column into ‘ine, he entirely encom- 
passed the squadron he was pursuing, whose captains, 
seeing no chance of escape, made for the Asiatic shore, 
where they set fire to their vessels with their own hands. 
The destruction of ten Genoese galleys being thus ef- 
fected, Pisani faced about to receive Doria, who, having 
collected all his remaining strength was now coming up 
in his rear in three divisions, each in double echelon, 
with the design of piercing bis van, centre, and rear, 
failing in which, because of the close array of the Vene- 
tiansj-and Arragonese, he deployed into line on his lead- 
ing veseels, just as the last glimmer of light had faded 
from the western sky; after which there was no attempt 
at manoeuvring on either side (owing no doubt to the 
absence at that period of a code of night signals) and the 
battle degenerated into a melée. The Genoese now at- 
tempted to carry the Arragonese and Venetian vessels 
by boarding, and the officers and crews of these, in their 
turn, often gained the decks of the Genoese, In one quat- 
ter were heard appeals to the saints for strength to 
strike, in another prayers to the Virgin for protection. 
Here, by the light of their own burning vessels, might 
be seen a few wretched mariners, surrounded by the 
blood-stained corpses of their comrades, vainly endeavor- 
ing to escape death by leaping into the sea—there a dis- 
abled galley drifting into the breakers under her lee, 
which, iashed into fury by the prevailing storm, threat- 
ened with annihilation both the bark and her crew. 
Thus fearfully did the battle continue at intervals, 
throughout the night, and when day dawned, Pisani, 
who was slightly wounded, discovering that twenty-six 
of his galleys had either been captured or sunk, gave the 
order to retreat, and Doria could justly boast that he had 
gained a glorious victory since, with his inferior force 
he had beaten off his assailant with a loss to himself of 
but thirteen vessels. The number of killed, wounded 
and drowned on both sides was fearful, and both Venice 
and Genoa had to lament the death of mauy of their 
most eminent citizens. Arragon, too, suffered greatly 
in this respect ; and the brave Marquis of La Paz, who had 
led her fleet, died shortly atterward in Constantinople, 
of a broken heart, it was said at the evil event of the 
a and the rejection by Pisani of his own strategical 
plans. 

When the news of their defeat in the East reached the 
Venetians, an inquiry into its causes was instituted, 
which led to the exoneration of Pisani, wnom they were 
at first inclined to censure, from all blame. He was, ac- 
cordin ly, continued in command of the Venetian fleet. 
Tar different was the treatment experienced by Doria, 


| at the hands of his ungrateful countrymen; for, return- 


ing to Genoa, where he had every right to expect an 
ovation, he met with the coldest reception. The Grimaldi 
faction, the bitter foes of himself and his house, had 
been actively at work during his absence; and ihe 
silence that reigned in the streets through which he 
passed on his way from the quay where he landed to 
the stately mansion which still bears his family name, 
told of grief for the dead, while there was not one word 
of greeting fcr the living—no ore to doff his cap or ex- 
tend his hand to the gallant old admiral who had so 
nobly sustained his country’s honor on a distant sea. So 
far, indeed, had the malice of his enemies prevailed over 
justice and Lonor that he was actually removed trom the 
command of the fleet, to make room for the most un- 
scrupulous of his slanderers, Antonio Grimaldi. 
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THE GERM OF THE RUSSIAN NAVY. 


THE little boat named by Peter the Great The Little 
Grandsire has been brought into recent notice in con- 
nection with the celebration of the second centennial 
anniversary of Peter the Great’s birthday at Moscow, 
August 12, 1872. Peter’s attachment to and careful 
preservation of this little boat, the first ever constructed 
on a European pattern in Russia, and the ancestor of 
the entire Russian fleet of to-day, has rendered this toy 
of his youth one of the most precious memorials of him. 
In a memorandum, of his first essays in ship-building, 
which is preserved in his own handwriting in the Rus- 
sian archives, the Czar thus relates how it was that he 
ordered this little skiff into active existence. 

“T happened to be at Ismailor, when, lounging about 
the warehouses near my grandfather’s house, I saw a 
foreign boat moored in the river. Upon this I asked 
Frauz Zimmermann, my tutor, what it was. Franz said 
it was an English boat. I again inquired what it was 
meant for, and he replied it was a boat such as they 
used to go from one ship to another, and to carry mer- 
chandise. Then I asked him once more in what it was 
better than our boats. He said it was a boat that could 
carry masts, and not only go with the wind, but against 
it. This astonished me immensely, and at the time was 
incomprehensible to me.” 

Peter asked Zimmermann if he knew a man who 
could refit the skiff and make it to goso. Zimmermann 
told him, to his great joy, there was such a man, and 
sought ont a carpenter named Caster Brand, whom 
Peter's father had brought from Holland years before to 
build ships in the Caspian sea, but had neglected to em- 
ploy as a shipwright, and who, despuiring of employ- 
ment in his own profession, had hitherto been earning a 
precarious existence as a joiner. Called by Peter to 
work at his original trade, he very willingly repaired 
this little boat, made for it four sails, furnished it with 
masts, and eailed it in sight of the Czir, to his great 
wonder and delight, up and down the Yanza,a small 
river which runs by the suburbs of Moscow, and falls 
into the Moqua a little above the city. Peter was not 
content to be a mere looker-on at the sailing of the little 
boat, but must needs go in her himself and steer her , 
when observing she would not answer her helm, and’ 
often struck the bank, he inquired of Caster Brand the 
reason, who told him it was for want of sufficient way, 
and because the river Yanza was too narrow to admit of 
tacking. He therefore ordered the boat carried into a 
water called the Prussian Pond, but that being but lit- 
tle better suited to his purpose, he resulved to carry the 
boat into the lake of Perestave. His mother, the Czar- 
ina, solicitous for his safety, endeavored to dissuade an 
divert him from this intention. His strong bent of 
mind, however, would not permit him to desist from his 
intended journey to the lake, while his filial affection 
would not allow him to proceed on his journey and en- 
gage in an undertaking which she esteemed dangerous, 
without her approbation, 

At last, under pretext of performing a vow in Trinity 
Monastery, he prevailed upon his mother to allow him 
to make the journey. -ifter he had taken a full view 
of the lake, he at once openly entreated her to build 
there a house and vessels. Gaining her consent, Caster 
Brand built for him there two small frigates and three 
yachts, with which he diverted himself for several years, 
when, deeming Lake Perestave too contracted, he pro- 
posed moving his mimic fleet to Lake Cubius, which was 
more extensive, but on examination it was found to be 
of insufficient depth. He then resolved to embark upon 
the sea itself, but motherly care for a time again inter- 
vened to restrain his desire. 

In 1694 the Czar vizited Archangel, and thenee in his 
own yacht, the St. Peter, sailed to Ponoia, in ecmpany 
with several English and Dutch merchantmen, and un- 
der convoy of a Dutch man-of-war, commanded by Cap- 
tain Jolle Jolson. He returned delizhted with this voy- 
age, and full of the intent to build a fleet, a design 
which he put into speedy execution after his successful 
siege and capiure of Asoph. A suitable place for ship 
building was found in the river Veronez, near a city of 
the same name. Shipwrights were obtained from Hol- 
land, and in 1696 the new work of building great and 
noble ships, galleys, and other vessels was commenced in 
Russia. In order to bring the art into his own nation, 
numbers of the Russian nobility and gentry were sent 
to Holland and to other dominions to be taught ship- 
building and the art of navigation. 

Not content with sending his subjects to be educated 
in these arts, the Czar made a tour to Holland himself, 
and at Amsterdam in the ship-yard called “‘ Ostend 
Wharf,” wrought with other volunteers on the ships 
with such earnestness that he was able to pass examina- 
tionl as a good carpenter. He next desired John Pool, 
the master of the yard, to instruct him in proportion- 
ing a ship, and he imparted to hit. all he knew in a few 
days. Finding the art was not taught in a perfectly 
mathematical way in Holland, and that all but some 
few principles of it must be acquired by long practice 
and experience, which his master, John Pool, could not 
demonstrate in lines, it annoyed him that he had under- 
taken so long a journey to so little practic il resu-t. Be- 
ing at the house of one John Theesing a few days alter 
he had come to this conclusion, and sitting pensive, 
thinking of the subject, he was rallied upon his thoughts, 
and declaring them, an Englishman in the company told 
him that in England shipbuilding had reached the 
same perfection as the other arts and sciences, and 
might be learned there in a very short time. Thus in- 
formed, Peter went to England, where in-four months’ 
time he completed his knowledge of the art, and return- 
ed to Russia, taking with him two master ship-builders, 
named John Dean and Joseph Noy. Baron Huyssen, 
his biographer, says that his Majesty found the manner 
and method of ship-building in England more system- 
atic and far better than that of Holland, and he was of- 
ten heard to say that had he never gone to England he 
had still remained ignorant of the art. 

On his returning to Russia he went down to Veronez 
with his two English shipbuilders. Dean almost im 
mediately requested his discharge, and returned to Hag 
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land without giving any proof of his skill, The Czar, 
in his capacity as a master builder, and the other build- 


er, Noy, soon received orders from the Lord High Ad- | 
of the deep water, and on’ the zoology and botany of 


miral Theodore Goloyiro to. build each of them a man-of 
war. The Czar, having taken upon himeelf the title of 
master shipbuilder,’ was pleased to subject himself to 
the conditions of that eharacter, and give proof of his 
skill in the art which he had aequired abroad...He con- 
tinued afterwards to bear the title as one most honora- 
ble to him, and kept at all times upon the stocks a ship 
of his designing, and at his death left onv half built, 
which was the largest ship ever built in Europe, being 
180 feet long, 51 feet broad, and 21 feet deep, and ar- 
ranged to mount 110 guns. 

After the peace of Paystad it occurred to him that the 
ancestor cf his towering frigates should not be left in 
ignominious neglect. Soon the 11th of January, 1722, 
orders were given to a Lieutenant Koranso to go to 
Moscow with a proper escort and safely conduct the 
“botik” to St. Petersburg. The Lieutenant’s order, 
which is still preserved, is an interesting proof ot the 
care which tuis great man was accustomed to bestow 
upon petty details. 

“Thou shalt go to Moscow and convey the ‘ botik’ to 
Schlusselburg. But thou shalt be very careful on the 
way that the ‘ botik’ be not broken or otherwise injured, 
for it is an old boat, and cannot stand much kattering. 
Thou shalt only travel by day, and rest at night; and 
thou shalt drive slowly where the roads are bad and 
there are ruts in the ground. Thou shalt never enter a 
city;and in the villages halt only in‘front of the noble- 
man’s dwelling for fear of fire. The best way would be 
always to pass the night in the. fields, leaving a senti- 
nel at the boat out of the thirteen men that will be 
given thee as escort. On thy arrival at Schlusselburg, 
thou shalt communicate with the commandant, who is 
to place the boat in the large square opposite the church 
under a covering. A watch shall be set over tne boat, 
and every paius taken to guard it from accident.” 

On its arrival at St. Petersburg, the ‘ botik’ was re- 
paired and beautified, and otherwise prepared for the 
ceremonies which wre to follow on the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Czar’s birthday, to signalize the event of 
laying it up for preservation as a monument to poster- 
ity, and to remind the Russian people what great things 
it is possible to accomplish from very small beginnings, 
even in the short space of one man’s lifetime. In Jane, 
1722, the Czar sailed to Revel with lis great fleet, and 
returned to Cronstadt about the beginning of August, 
to participate in the ceremonies, where about two hun- 
dred yachts and cruisers, with one galliot, the latter the 
bearer of the precious ‘ botik,’ had already by his order 
assembled to honor the occasion, which he designated 
as, “he Consecration of the Little Grandsire.” 

A few days afterwurds the ‘botik’ was sent to St. 
Petersbury, where its arrival was solemnized by a grand 
fete and.masquerade. It was then conveyd to a small 
brick building built for its reception within the fortress 
of St. Peter and St. Paul, where it has been carefully 
preserved, and is still shown to visitors, 

In August of this year (1872) the bi-centennial birth- 
day of Peter the Great was the occasion of unusual fes- 
tivities throughout Russia, of which a correspondent of 
the London Z7imes gives au interesting account at Mos- 
cow. He says: 

“To make up to the city for the absence of the Em- 
peror, who seems to have been expected—the Grand 
Duke Constantine Nicolaywitch arrived there in time 
to grace the festivities of the ancient and venerable 
heart of the realm. With him came another important 
traveller, destined to be the centre of attraction in the 
show, That visitor was a boat—the first boat ever 
constructed on a European pattern in Russia, the fa- 
mous little tub built at the instance of young Peter by 
a Dutch carpenter—the ancestor, in a word, of the on- 
tire Russian fleet of the present day. Ordinarily one 
of the lions of St. Petersburg, it was now conveyed to 
Moscow to be relaunched, after a long interval on shore, 
and head a ceremonial procession of yachts and sloops 
on the river which washes the foot of the Kremlin. No 
doubt the Moscowites will be duly grateful for the priv- 
ilege of seeing the old craft afloat again.” 

A later newspaper account says the “ botik” has been 
brought back for the Moscow exhibition to its former 
resting place within the fort of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
with ceremonies similar to those which accompanied its 
transfer to Moscow. 








(From the London Times of December 5.) 
HER MAJESTY’S SHIP CHALLENGER. 


AN early day of the ensuing week will witness the 
departure of the most important naval surveying expe- 
dition which has ever been sent forth by any country. 
From time to time we have recorded the results obtained 
by Dr. Carpenter, Professor Wyville Thomson, and Mr. 
Gwyn Jeffreys, in the brief voyages of the Lighining 
and the Porcupine—results which showed previously- 
unsuspected yaristions in the deep-sea temperature, the 
existence of a general oceanic circulation, the presence 
of life at the greatest deptha, and the active progress of 
submarine chalk formated even in thé presentday. The 
great scientific and practical importance:of the facts ra- 
vealed by these short and imperfect. inquiriea was such 
as to render their continuance a matter of national con- 
cern, and Dr. Carpenter, who had from the first been 
moat active in their prosecution, exerted himself to bring 
the whole subject under the consideration of the Gov- 
grnment. Mr. Lowe and Mr. Goschen have both lent 
tpemselves heartily to the scheme. The suggestion 
made to the Royal Society was that a ship should be 
fitted out for an expedition of three or four years’ dura- 
tion, during which soundings, thermometric observations, 
dredging, and chemical examination of sea-water, should 
be carried on continuously, with a view to a more per- 
fect knowledge of the physical and biological conditions 
of the great ocean basins, and in order to ascertain their 
depth, temperature, specific gravity, and chemical 
character. At the same time it was recommended that 
observations should be made on the direction and veer 





; Ts 
locity of the great drifts and currénts, especially those of 
the Gulf Stream, the Equatorial and Japan, both at_the. 
surface and in intermediute strata, as well as on the fauna 


those_portions of the globe which are.at present. com- 
paratively unkuown. rz 

In order tocarry out. these! reconimendations, it -was 
necessary to employ a vessel with a main deck, as no 
flushed-decked vessel conld be-fitted with the various 
rooms and appliances required... Her Majesty’s ship 
Challenger was ultimately selected for the purpose, and 
is now lying at Sheerness, while the final preparations 
are being made for her departure. The Challenger be- 
longs to the class of sp»r-decked corvett»s, and is a 
modern wooden frigate-built ship, of about 1,500 tons 
old measurement, but with a displacement of over 2,000 
tons. She has »uxiliary screw power of 400 horses, and 
carries coal for about a month's consumption, at a mod- 
erate speed, tozether with full sail power, under which 
she wiil be ordinarily navigated. But, as the service on 
which she is engaged will compel her to keep the sea ‘for 
unusually long periods, and hence to carry very large 
stores of provisions, it has been necessary to reduce: her 
complement of men to 250, and also ‘to ‘reduce her’ sail 
power in some degree. On this account—although: her 
ldwer spars remain unaltered—it has been thought ad- 
visable to make her upper spars one size smaller thaw. 
usual. In order to compensate for this in some degree, 
she has been provided with stay sails, not usually carried 
by a ship-of-war. 

With the exception of two 64-pounders, all the guns 
on the main deck have been removed, in order to obtain 
the extra accommodation re;1ired. Ona this deck are the 
cabins of the captain and: of Professor Wyville Thomp- 
son, the scientific chief of the expedition, as well as 
those of the commander, the navigating officer, and some 
of the scientific staff. Thereis also a spacivus.chart-room 
for surveying purposes, an analyzing room, a. photo- 
graphic room, and a laboratory—aill fitted with every ap- 
pliance which skill and experience could sugges*. On 
the same deck’are fitted tiers, in which miles of dredg- 
ing rope and of sounding line are securely coiled. On 
the. upper deck are the boats, consisting of a 35-feet 
steam life pinnace, two cutters (one fitted for steam), 
gigs, whalers, and smaller boats. Here are also ‘three 
independent steam engines, one of which is an 18-horse 
power double-cylinder, for heaving in the dredging and 
sounding lines. This engine is fitted with a boiler dis- 
tinct from the ship’s boilers, and may be used for dis- 
tilling water without getting up steam in the. latter. 
The two other engines are for use in the boats or on the 
ship, as may be necessary. On the after-part of the deck, 
besides the usual standard and other compasses, is a 
handsomely-mounted Fox’s dip-circle, with which i¢ is 
intended to make an extensive daily series of observa- 
tions of the magnetic elements, for which purpose some 
of the naval officers have been specially instructed. On 
tne lowex deck are the bunks and mes--plices of the crew, 
and on the after-part a spacious and handsume general 
mess-room for the officers, with cabins. Every part of 
the ship is well ventilated, and the greatest possible care 
has been exercised to secure the comfort and weil-being 
of the officers and crew. The seamen and marines ary 
all volunteers for the particular service, and among them 
is a picked staff of artificers, so that the ship may 
almost be considered a little factory in herself. 

Besides the laboratory instruments and equipment, 
the ship carries a number of the “ Miller-Casella” ther- 
mometers, invented by the late Professor Miller and 
made by Mr. Casella, for the purpose of obtaining tem- 
peratures at great depths; and also an instrument der 
vised by Mr. Siemens for observing temperatures. The 
Miller-Casella thermometers have all been tested by the 
hydraulic process at a pressure of 2 1-2 tons. She has 
180 nautical miles (of 2,000 yards each) of sounding 
line, specially manufactured ior the expedition, and 
twenty-five miles of dredging whale line of 3-in. and 
2 1-2-in. diameter. She has thirty-six dredges of various 
sizes, besides trawls, seines, and nets of different descrip- 
tions. There are also suunding machines of v:irivus 
kinds, but chief among them is “ Hydra” machine ({in- 
vented by a biacksmith in the Hydra) and used success- 
fully by Captain Shortland, R. N., in the exc-ilent line 
of deep soundings which he carried from Bombay to 
Aden, and from the Cape of Good Hope to the Eagiish 
Channel, when he obtained the yreatest depth hitherto 
known, and brought up specimens of the, bottom from 
2,900 fathoms, or nearly three nautical miles, This ma- 
chine consists of a hollow metal rod, fitted with valves, 
and on which are rove cast-iron weights of one cwt. each, 
one for every thousand fathoms of estimated depth.. ‘Lhe 
whole is so adjusted that the weights detach themselves 
on striking tue bottom, aud only the rod with the -soil4 
within it is recovered. The Challenger carries more thaw 
thirty tons of these weights, which will prebably haye 
to be replenished before the end of the voyage, At a 
depth ot from 1,000 to 1,500 futhoms the weights ure 
easily recovered, but with this objcct ‘an instrument of 
different construction is, employed. 


The process of sounding with iron wire will be made 
subject of careful experiment, and for this purpose sev- 
eral miles of wire and proper drums have been provided. 
sir W. Thomson was lutely successinl in bringing up 
the bottom from adepth con:iderablyiover two miles, 
with a weight of about 30 lbs. attached to thin wire. It 
is probable that this method will prove very useful for 
obtaining the actual depth for submarine cable purpuses, 
but the risk of the wire breaking, from a kink, or from 
the smallest casualty, would render it undesirable—uat 
present at least—to attach valuable thermometers to 40 
slight a support. 

lt is hoped that one of the most interesting of the 
physical questions now in debate—namely, the circula- 
tion in the lower oceanic strata—will be finally set at 
rest by the expedition. It is proposed to anchor a boat, 
in a depth of about two miles, in the calm equatorial 
regions in the focus of the great westerly current, and 
the ship is also provided with cylindrical iron buoys 
capable of sustaining ut various depths a current drag 
suspended by a thin line of wire, 


The daily routine throughout the voyage, unless posi-. © 
tively prevented by bad weather, will be to sscertain the 
depttr or the dcéan, and to obsérve the other phenomena . 
which have already been alluded to; with a haul of the | 
dredge when circumstances will permit. The course o 
the ship after visiting Lisbon, Gibraltar, and Madeira 
will Le direct across the Atlantic through the Trade- 
wind region to the Virgin Islands, thence to Berrauda, ” 
the coast of America, and eastward to ‘the Azorés, 
thence to the Canaries, Caps de Verd, and the eastern 
equatorial regions, which will be investigated westward 
to St. Paul’s Rocks, Fernando de Norhona, and the coast 
of Brazil. From thence she will examine Trinidad. and 
sail across the South Atlantic to the Cape of Goo? Hope, 
which she will reach at the c'ose of 1873. From the Cape 
she will examine the small islands ot Crozet and Marion, - 
and rieit Kerguelen Lind, which is one of the stations 
selected for the observations of the transit of Venus over 
the sun in December, 1874. From Kerguelen Lind she 
will strike southward to the neighborhood of the great 
Autiretic Ice barrier, and from thence repair to Mel~ — 
bourne, Syduey, and the ports of New Zealand; pogxibly 
ugain standing south for the examination of the small 
islands, Auckland, Macquarie, etc. In August of 1874. 
she would sail throagh the’ Coral Sea, visit the south 
coast of New Guine:, pass the Torres Strait and the 
Arafura Sea, cal! at Timor and Micaasar, thence through 
the Celebes and Lulu Seas to Manilla, which she would 
probably reach in November, 1874. From Manilla she 
would stretch eastward into the Pacific, visiting those 
little frequented regions, the Pellew Isles, New Britain, 
New Zealand, and the Solomon group, and: thence. to 
Japan. “From Japan she would cross the Northern Paci- 
fic to Vancouver’s Island, and thence soathward, through 
the eastern trongh of that great ocean, to Valparaiso, 
calling at Exster Island and Sala y Gomez. She would 
then return to the Atlintic by Magellan Strait and by 
Rio de Janeiro and St. Helena to England, where, if all 
goes well, ske may be looked for in the spring of 1876. 
She will thus circumnavigate the globe, and traverse 
the three great oceans from north to south and from east 
to west. The Challenger is commanded by Captuin G. 
S. Nures, an officer of known repute and ability as a 
surveyor, with Commander J. T. Maclear as his second. 
The special surveying staff consists of Navigating Lieu- 
tenant T. H. Tizard, Lieutenant G. R. Bethell, Navigat- 
ing Sub-Lieutenant A. Havergal), and Sub-Lieutenant 
C. F. Oldham, The magnetic observations will be in- 
trusted to Commander Maclear and Sub-Lieutenant H, 
C. Sloggett. A corporal of the Royal Ensgineers, an 
experienced photogr+pher, accompanies the expedition 
in that cepacity, and is provided with all necessary ap- 
paratus. Tue civilian staff is under the direction of Pro- 
fessor Wyville Thomson, and includes Mr. Wild, ag 
secretary and draughtsman, Mr. Moseley, Mr. J. Murray, 
and Dr. Von Willemos Suhm, as naturalists, and Mr. J. 
G. Buchanan as chemist. 








In addition to the measures adopted to increase the 
armaments of Germany, which have been already an- 
nounced, the number of students in the military schools 
is to be augmented. The Berlin military school, which 
has now 700, will henceforth receive from to 900 — 
pupils. Tne number at the Potsdam school, instead of 
200, will be 800; at Oranienstein the 140 will be raixed 
to 200; and at Wahlstadt there will be 220 in place of 
200. In addition, a new military school will, it is said, 
be established at Ettlingen, and will receive the aver- 
age number of students of the other military colleges, 
Aiter that tke Prussian army will have at its disposal 
five schools for its infantry sub-officers. There is also a 
Saxon military school «at Strupfen, and one is being con- 
structed at Wurtemberg. The cavalry are not so well 
supplied, as throughout all! Germany there is only one 
school for the sub-officers of this branch of the service. 
The Military Academy has hitherto accommodated sixty 
officers per annum as students; in fature it will have 
ninety. The School of Artillery and Eogineering, now 
attended by 260 officers, will in future receive 350, 
Similar augmentations will take place in the other 
military schools. Special courses of study have been 
arranged at Berlia, Potsdam, Erfart, Cassel, Hanover, 
and Neisse for the under cflicers promoted to the rank 
of ofticer for distinguished services during the campaigns 
1870-71, and who may not have received sufficient edu- 
cation to fit them for the duties of their new sphere. 








The Philadelphia Age argues thé question of a canal 
across the Isthmus of Darien, thus: Russia, England, 
Germany,and Austria are now in the field as our competi- 
tors, They mus» be met, and the United States put on 
an equality wi‘). them as to time and distance of trans- 
portation. They are using the Suez cut-off. They no 
longer round tue Cape of Good Hope. They have # 
caual which lets them into the waters that wash the 
shores of Asia in the most direct manner. On the cons - 
trary, a ship starting from Philidelphia for an Asiatio 
port, bas to pass around the extreme southern pviat of 
this continent before it can shape its course in the de- 
sired direction. This causes a loss of thousands of miles 
as to distance, and days upon days as tu time. Whilea 
European vessel dodges the Cape of Good Hupe, an 
Awerican ship must brave the sturms vf Cape Horn be- 
tore spreading its wings on tie Pacific. This can be 
avoided by a ship canal across the Isthmus. 








A DISCOVERY of some importance, say the London 
journals, has recently beea made in regard to the pro 
erties of compressed gun-cotton. The priacipal diffi- 
culty which has been encountered in its manufacture 
has been the danger attendant on drying it after leaving 
the liydraulic press. But the difficulty has been entire- 
ly dissipated by the result of a series of experiments 
just concluded at the Royal Arsenal. Mr. E. O. Brows, 
War Department chemist, has succeeded in detonating 
a succession of discs of gun-cotton, taken straight from 
the hydraulic press, and containing from 15 to 20 per 
cent. of water, without submitting them to the proveas 





of drying, The discovery was almost an accident, 
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TLLIAM I. CHAPMAN has not been heard 
rom since November 6, 1872, on his way to Boston, from 
44 Taylor street, Brooklyn. He is five feet six inches in height, 
has large dark eyes, Roman nose, durk hair, moustache, and side- 
whiskers, broad square forehead, and looks like a Deencbman. 
Had on one of his fingers a gold band ring chased with black en- 
amel; motto inside, “To mv love.” Had on a black soft round 
hat, dark cloth pants, with brown stripes, dark dress coat, square 
cut, in inside pocket a picture of his wife and baby—a dark over- 
coat, Fall style—small foot, wears No. 4, lady's size, He is travel- 
ling agent for Healy & Morse’s Patent Clothes Wringer and Rub- 
poh ye of New York and Boston, and was on his way to their 
ee 


= depth of hold, displacemnt, draught of water, etc. 
We should also be told whether it is proposed to 
build the hull of wood or iron; if of iron what 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
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real fitness for the purposes for which they are sup- 
posed to be built. Mr. IsHzrwoop seemed to have 
the idea that the purpose of a ship of war was to 
transport steam machinery about the world. That, 
we are free to say, is not our notion of the end for 
which a war vessel is built. 








THE earnest and enthusiastic testimony offered 
by General SHERMAN a few weeks since, through 


The postage on the Jounwal is twenty-five cenis a year, payable | the columns of the JoURNAL, to the high character 


of the Army which he commands, has not been for- 


their behalf. The argument has this time been ad- 


the privations and hardships of frontier posts will be 


do our sleek and well-fed burghers no little good 
to be occasionally reminded of those to whom they 








of vessel they desire to build—its length, breadth, 


means are to be taken to prevent fouling, that being 
a point of the highest importance in a cruising ves- 
sel. We need moreover to know what the character 
of the rig of the new vessels is to be—whether they 
are to have “full sail power” or not. These are de- 
tails which Congress and the country have a right 
to ask for in view of the oft-repeated failures in 
constructions for our Navy, whereby noble ships of 
war have been neutralized in efficiency by defects 
of design. It is almost needless to refer to exam- 
ples, they are so many. Witness the Wampanoags, 
Guerrieres, Contoocooks, etc., which are simply huge 
engine-carriers, and are incapable of performing 


WE hope that the Navy Department, while advo- 
cating the bill for the building of ten new vessels of 
war will gratify the general naval and engineering 
interest in the subject by furnishing us with details 
of what they desire to accomplish. To form any- 
thing like a satisfactory judgment in regard to the 
proposition, we need to know just what character 
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In relation to the steam machinery we also need 
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Navy 
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information. What is to be both the general and 
detailed character of the steam machinery? It 
would be easy to give us in advance the dimensions 
of the boilers and engines, and these are necessary 
for us to have before we can safely form an opinion 
as to the practical value of the proposed new steam 
vessels. Are we to have another experience of 
“Martin boilers,” patent “Sewell condensers,” and 
other steam traps of a germane character, of which 
our Navy has the monopoly, the commercial marine 
failing to appreciate their importance ? 

With these necessary elements before us we shall 
be able to reach something like an intelligent judg- 
ment as to the prospects of success of a series of 
vessels for which the Navy loudly calls, but which 
it devoutly prays may not be such abortions 
as those it has been condemned to use. Look 
at the vessels which are now on the stocks, and the 
tons upon tons of steam machinery rusting in the 
Navy-yards. To this dreary accumulation we sure- 
ly need no addition. If Congress is disposed to 
spare the money for new ships, the Navy earnestly 
hopes that it will not be spent solely for the benefit 
of the scrap heap and the bidders at auction sales. 

There are to-day, for instance, five or six of the 
Guerriere class on the stocks, and their steam ma- 

chinery is stowed away in the Navy -yards, where it 





are so largely indebted for the protection they en- 
joy. “Why is new York so wealthy?” General 
SHERMAN asks them. “ Because there is a country 
behind you filled with industries, a population pro- 
viding products sufficient for the world, and passing 
through your doors, on which you make your profit. 
This land behind you now is in peace. Why is it 
so? The little Army, a hundful of men, is over on 
the frontier, moving like the waves of the sea, step 
by step, not enjoying any of the riches which you 
enjoy here to night, living to-day as your fore- 
fathers did two hundred years ago; exposed to win- 
ter storms ; living upon food sometimes which you 
would reject from your own kitchens, with no hope 
of ever getting anything better save by a visit to 
their homes. You don’t see it, but I hear of it 
every day. It has been for the last fifty years, and 
probably will be until the Atlantic and Pacific meet 
half way. They extend the country, contribute to 
your wealth, and they are unseen. I am, therefore, 
grateful that you remember them, because they 
surely are entitled toa share of the wealth and 
luxuries you enjoy here to-night.” 

We are glad that applause should follow these 
sentiments sc forcibly expressed, and we hope that 
the echo of this applause will be heard in our legis- 
lative halls, where the spirit of commerce and the 
influence of the monetary class is so powerful. Our 
Army is in little danger of being lost sight of by 
the people while General SHERMAN is at its hea, 
and whatever criticisms may be called forth by hs 
special recommendations, there is a hearty vigor and 
an unmistakable individuality in all he says that 
never fails to attract public attention to his utter- 
ances, and from which the Army derives much 
incidental advantage. 








WE insert in another place a communication from 
Commander WILLIAM A. KIRKLAND relative to Cap- 
tain Ericsson’s letter to the Secretary of the Navy 
asking the Department to appoint a board of Naval 
officers to institute a comparative test betwecn his 
movable submarine torpedo and the torpedo-boat 
tested at Newport. The criticism upon the Lay 
torpedo which appeared in the letter was incidental 
to this request, and could not, as it seems to us, have 
well been avoided. We are glad, however, to in- 
sert Commander KIRKLAND’S vigorous defence of 
the Lay torpedo, though we do not by any means 

consider that it is a sufficient answer to Captain 
Ericsson's request that a comparison be instituted 

between his system and that of Mr. Lay. The im- 

portance of an unlimited supply of motive power 


remains comfortably awaiting a transfer to the scrap|is not to be overlooked, and the Navy has every 
heap. It would, by the way, be interesting to know | interest in giving Captain Exicsson full oppor- 
what has been the success of the change which has| tunity of determining whether he has satisfactorily 
been made in the old paddle-wheel steamer Susque-| provided for this by his tubular cable, whatever 
| hanna, which, we believe, was transformed into aj| their preconceived opinions on the subject. 


Such 


| screw by substituting for her paddle engines a pair | questions cannot be satisfactorily disposed of by 


jof the celebrated Isherwood engines which were 


the war. 


merely @ priori reasoning, and we cannot dismiss 
found stowed away in a Navy yard on the close of | the apprehension that a torpelo-boat depending on 
the small amount of motive power stored within it 


We make these remarksin no spirit of hostility to | will be of little avail against an enemy acquainted 
the project for increasing the Navy, but with a view | with its peculiarities resulting from want of ade- 


to do what we can toward secnring not merely an ad-|qnate continuous power of propulsion, 


We feel 





dition to the list of vessels in the Navy Register, but| well assured, too, that unless we can command 
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greater speed and power, it will be impracticable to 
contend against ships protected against torpedo at- 
tack, as proposed by certain naval powers. Though 
we appreciate much of Commander KIRKLAND’S 
reasoning, yet we do not see that he offers any suf- 
ficient argument against the acceptance of the liberal 
proposition of the designer of the movable sub- 
marine torpedo to build the instrument at his own 
cost, in order that the plan may at once be 
tested. Evidently, if it can be practically es- 
tablished that adequate motive power may be 
transferred to a movable body under water dur- 
ing an indefinite time, our capability to defend 
our coast and harbors will Le unlimited. We do not 
undertake to decide this question in advance, and 
we see no good reason why it should be prejudged 
when an inventor of such reputation as Captain 
Ericsson offers, at his own charge, to demonstrate 
the soundness of his theories. 








Tue London Broad Arrow congratulates Dr. GAT- 
LING on the speedy success to which his invention 
has attained. From 1861, when the idea was con- 
ceived, until 1870, when the “Gatling” first made 
itself conspicuous on the battle-fields of. Europe, 
“is,” it truly says, “after all, a comparatively short 
trial of patience, and the inventor may well plume 
himself upon attaining an unusually rapid success, 
As a matter of fact, the gun has been adopted by 
most European nations, England included ; but it is 
to Russia, apparently, that the honor is due of de- 
veloping the principle and fixing the establishment 
of the Gatling as a distinct arm of service. Five 
batteries of these mitrailleuses have already been 
formed, and more are in progress of formation. The 
battery is composed of eight guns, and three bat- 
teries comprise a brigade. The guns are well horsed, 
and the extra am™nunition (which is interchangesble 
with that of the-new BERDAN breech-loader) is 
carried in two-wheeled caissons which move rapidly 
over the field, drawn by three horses abreast.” 
Broad Arrow urges that a similar distinct organiza- 
tion for the Gatling gun be formed in England, 
and that the subdivision, battery, or brigade of 
Gatlings should mamceuvre under its own responsi- 
ble officers, thus uniting that harmony of action 
and purpose which is ever conducive to discipline 
and indispensable to success. Now that 400 guns 
of this class have been adopted into the Russian 
service, it is high time, onr English contemporary 
thinks, that the British authorities should bestir 
themselves, and establish that system of man- 
ceuvres which will be best adapted to ensure the 
highest results from a weapon possessing peculiari- 
ties of a nature so varied and essential to the suc- 
cess of an army in a fortress or in the field as the 
Gatling. I: hopes, therefore, that in the next 
autumn exercises the Gatling gun may find its place 
as @ distinct a@:m of the British service. 








WE published recently an account of some very 
remarkable proceedings in a regiment of the Na- 
tional Guard of New York, wherein the enlisted 
men of two companies undertook to pass resolutions 
of censure on their Colonel for presuming to punish 
them on a certain occasion, and the captain of one of 
these companies, it is alleged while on official duty, in 
presence of his brigade commander, struck his colonel, 
without rebuke or punishment of any kind, either 
at the time or since, The affair itself, we are glad 
to say, is not a common case ; but the state of things 
which led to it is unfortunately a direct consequence 
of our State Military Code (so called): and will 
always remain a possibility, till that code is replaced 
or amended by a law framed by a soldier instead of 
a lawyer. We may even find cause for congratula- 
tion in the occurrence, disgraceful as it is, if its wide 
publicatiou opens the eyes of our legislators to the 
necessity of a reform in our cumbrous and expensive 
militia system. Ever since the war our militia has 
been slowly but steadily degenerating into the state 
in which it was found before that war. Every year 
sees an increasing laxity of superiors in enforcing 
discipline, an increasing disinclination in inferiors 
to submit to th: t discipline, however light. This 
has been the case in all the States, more or less, with 
the single exception, perhaps, of Connecticut; and 
the tendency of all our militia organizations, wher- 
ever existing, has been more and more every year, 
to run to empty show and gorgeous uniforms, showy 


clusion of that solid disciplin= which makes an army 
out of a,mob. 

We say it advisedly, that there is no real discipline 
in our militia at present, nor can there be under ex- 


isting laws. Individual regiments, composed of 
self-respecting gentlemen, like some of our crack city 
commands, may, and undoubtedly do, observe the 
forms very well, and perform wonders in the manua) 
of arms and Broadway marches. We have com- 
mands in New York that can outdrill any regular 
regiment in the service. But their discipline rests 
solely on their own self-respect and consent, and with 
regiments of the same rough materials es our regular 
soldiers, there would be no chance of enforcing its 
merest shadow, under existing laws. The proof of 
this lies in the fact that under our New York Milita- 
ry Code there is absolutely no punishment at all for 
either the captain above mentioned, or the impu- 
dent signers and publishers of the resolutions of cen- 
sure, and the punishment which might be meted out 
to them under Army Regulations is carefully guard- 
ed against by limiting the scope of regulations to 
times when the militia is called out in case of insur- 
rection or riot, etc. 

We congratulate the State of New Yerk that the 
reins of its Government will be next year in. the 
hands of an educated soldier, and we trust that the 
term of Genersl Drx will see the National Guard 
put on a basis of firm discipline that will raise it to 
the position it ought to occupy considering the in- 
telligence and education of its materials. The Con- 
stitution of the United States expressly contempla- 
ted, at the time of its framing, a universal militia 
law, but if we cannot get that, at least let us try to 
improve the forces of our own individual States. The 
subject of our militia and its improvement is one 
that gains in importance yearly, when we see what 
an analogous system has done for Prussia and Ger- 
many. A general officer, at a recent meeting of the 
Society of the Army of the Gulf, expressed a hope 
that the time would come when every man in the 
United States would be bound to serve at least one 
year under the colors; and some time before the de- 
livery of that speech, a manuscript article embody- 
ing the very same idea was in the hands of the edi- 
tors of the “ Galaxy.” The article is from the pen 
of a well-known contributor to the JOURNAL, and if 
it does nothing else, we hope that if will attract 
general attention to the undoubted want of our 
country—a reliable system of militia discipline. 





WE published a few weeks since a letter from 
General ORD commanding the Department of the 
Platte, enclosing the abstract from the reports of 
company target practice for the month of October 
in his department. We are greatly indebted to 
General Orp for the suggestions he makes that the 
publication of a summary of the best targets made 
every month would adda valuable feature to the 
JOURNAL, and show how our troops cempare with 
those of other armies. We shall be glad to receive 
and publish such reports, and we hope that others 
will follow the example of General ORD, in sending 
them to us regularly for publication. We hope to 
see a system adopted throughout our Army by 
which every recruit will be taught, as he is 
taught the manual of arms, first, The theory upon 
which his rifle should be used; second, How to aim 
and pull the trigger until his hand and eye work 
together; third, How to shoot at both short and 
long ranges. The carrying out of this system 
should not be left to the discretion of local com- 
manders, but be made compulsory upon both 
officers and men, and detailed reports should be re- 
quired for every cartridge expended. This practice 
being made at targets of a uniform size and at pre- 
scribed distances, these reports will afford a means 
of comparison between the skill of the different 
commands, as well as between our Army and that of 
other countries. 
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We conclude this week the publication of the 
oration of General HUMPHREYS on the late General 
MeapveE. It is s paper that does high honor to the 
literary capacity, sound judgment, impartial criti- 
cism, and clearness of view of the writer. We re- 
gard it as one of the best descriptions and analyses 
of great military movements it has been our fortune 
to read, and feel sure it has commanded the un- 


drills in the manual or Broadway parades, to the ex- | interrupted interest of our readers. 








It is correctly reported that the officers of the Navy 
are desirous of having the bill passed for placing all the 
retired officers of the Navy off duty the same as the law 
aow in force for the Army, and also to place them upon 
the same basis of those of the army by giving them 
seventy-five pér centum of their pay. This would seem 
ao more than juet. Should this bill, now hefore Con- 
gress, pass to a law, a number of the officers now in com- 
mand of squadrons would necessarily soon give place 
to other rear-admirals to take their commands. 

The following officers have been retired this year: 
Joseph Lanman, John A. Winslow, Joseph F. Green, E. 
Middleton, and Rear-Admiral R. N. Stembel, will be 
retired on the 27th inst. And it is rumored Rear-Ad- 
miral J. Alden, now commanding the Mediterranean 
squadron, under the effect of the proposed Navy Retir- 
ing bill, would be recalled. 

Captains Thomas H. Stevens, George B. Balch, F. A. 
Parker, John Guest, have been examined by the Ex- 
amiuing Board at Washington, and recommended for pro- 
motion as commodores. Commander S. B. Luce has been 
examined and recommended for promotion to a captain. 
Commanders O. C. Badger and T. C. Harris will also 
soon be promoted. They are absent from the United 
States at this time, but will probably be promoted in 
their turn, subject to an examination upon their return 
The former is in command of the United States steam- 
er Ticonderoga, and the latter in command of the 
United States sloop-of-war St. Mary’s. Under the law 
retiring United States Naval officers at sixty-two years 
of age or forty-five years of service Rear-Admirals §. 
P. Lee, B. F. Sands, W. R. Taylor, G. F. Emmuns, C. 
3teedman, G. H. Scott, John Rodgers and T. A. Jenkins 
will be retired during the year 1878. 


WE are indebted to Dr. W. 8. MoNairy of the Navy 
Department for a copy of the Annual Register of the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis for the Academi+s year 
187278. The graduating class numbered 26 members, 
the first class of the present academic year 29 members, 
the second class 34 members, the third class 49 members, 
and the fourth class 115 members. Two hundred and 
twenty-seven members in all, to which are to bu added 
15 in the class of cadet engineers, making a total of 262 
students. The five members most distinguished in their 
respective classes are A. T. Freeman, W. H. H. Suther- 
land, J. M. Roper, C. E, Fox, N. T. James, first class; 
W. H. Schultz, O. W. Deering, G. Fowler, T. B. How- 
ard, A. M. Knight, second class; Albert Weyman, Brad- 
ley A. Fiske, Geo. H. Peters, Frank H. Holmes, Henry 
F. Reich, third class; Alban C. Hodgson, H. Amaden, 
Fydelio 8. Carter, John A. Shearman, Allen W. Wills, 
fourth class. 


AN Associated Press despatch, dated Fort Vancouver, 
W. T., December 3, says: “An order sent here last 
night from General Canby's headquarters directs two 
companies of the Twenty-first Infantry to be ready st a 
moment’s notice for uctive service in the field. General 
Granger, commanding this post, has issued instructions 
in compliance with this order. The Indians at Fort 
Klamath, Oregon, have had ,a fight with the United 
States troops stationed there—Compiny B, First Cav- 
alry, and Company F, Twenty-first Infantry; and the 
commanding officer of the latter has called for more 
troops. To-day the garrison is alive with preparation 
for war. An order just received commands Companies 
B and C, Twenty-first Infantry, to march at two o’clock 
P.M. The greatest excitement prevails, but the troops 
are in good condition, and joyous over the expectations 
of coming events.’ They go by way of the Cascade 
Mountains. In accordance with instructions, a bat- 
talion of the Twenty-first Infantry, composed of Com- 

anies B and CO, under the command of Major Edwin C. 

ason, left here to-day at three o’clock P. M., en routeto 

Fort Klamath, Oregon, for active service in the field. 
The officers accompanying these tr are Captain V. - 
M. C. Silva and Seoond Lieutenent Moore, in charge of 
Company B, and Captain George H. Benton and First 
Lieutenant W. H. Boyle, in —- Company C. The 
major in a La a ae 50 oe “>? ne 
in ng aud conspicu ppearan: 1 
pear. war steed and wearing a fur cap. He will 
report to the officer commanding at Fort Klamath upon 
his arrival there.” 


WE learn bya telegram from Boston that Captain 
Frank Stanwood, Third Cavalry, died at the residence 
of his father, in Brighton, Mass., on Friday of last week, 
of consumption. Captain Stanwood entered the Army 
in 1861 as second lieutenant, having been appointed 
from Massachusetts, though Maine was hie native State. 
In 1865 he was made a captain by brevet, and subse- 
quently was brevetted up to the rank of lieutenant- 


colonel. 


CoMMANDER SELFRIDGE, who is in charge of the 
party to survey another supposed favorable line for and 
interoceanic ship canal, between the river Atrato and the 
Pacific ocean, will luave New York on December 30 for 
Panama, where «a vessel of war has been ordered to meet 
him and lend its co-operation for facilitating the 
survey, 
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‘CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anwy AnD Navy Jounnat does not hold him~ 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in eommunica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 





THE NAVAL ACADEMY. 


To-the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: That everybody should know everything is, in the 
abstract, true; but in practice it is found better that the 
average youth shall be well grounded in the knowledge 
immediately necessary in the exercise of his profession 
rather than to waste his time in acquiring a smattering 
of non-essentials, to be of possible use at some remote 

‘iod. 

PeThe minority member, in the JoURNAL of December 
21, is strong in his advocacy of international law as an 
important branch of study at the Naval Academy. So 
far-as the cadet midshipmen are concerned, the subject 
is unmitigated bosb, and the time devoted to it could be 
better spent on other subjects. For example, minor sur- 
gery and elementary hywiene are much more important, 
as a “mid” commanding a boat’s crew is much more 
likely to have to treat a mashed finger, ora case of 
threatened apoplexy or suns'roke caused by bad rum, 
than to conduct a diplomatic polemic. 

Further, no amount of study will give a colloquial 
knowledye of French, or of any other foreign language. 
The boarding-school French of the travelling American 
does not evoke a smile from the Parisian shopkeeper, but 
doesadd several francs to the bill of purchases. 

In the opinion of the writer, the number of studies 
atthe Academy should be reduced. It is not within the 
capacity of the average cadet to acquire and retain a 
knowledge of so many distinct subjects. Naval Con- 
struction, Chemistry, Magnetism, and Electricity might 
be advantageously dispensed with, except so much as 
may be conveyed in familiar lectures, illustrated by ex- 
periments, not to count in academic standing. 

A post-graduate course in the three last has been es- 
tablished at the Torpedo School at Newport, where 
they uro thoroughly taught. 

aval Construction, Fleet Tactics, International and 
Naval Law, and Laws of Storms are in no wise within 
the scope of the duties of a midshipman, or even the 
next grade. As, by jaw, every officer is examined in 
each grade before promotion to the next higher, if these 
examinations are not a mere nominal compliance with 
the law, a proficiency in these subjects should be re- 
quired of all officers above the rank of ensign, propor- 
tionate to their respective grades and duties. 








THE SADDEST PENSIONERS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: The item in your paper of December 7 in refer- 
ence to the $2,000 pension to Mrs, General Meade, leads 
one’s thoughts to other pensioners, and, among the vari- 
ous kinds, to those especially who have lost both legs or 
arms, or a leg and an arm. 

‘We who have the full use of all our, members cannot 
even realize, in imagination or thought, the full and sad 
reality of such a loss; none but the actual sufferer can 
tell what it is to be changed from the active and strong 
man to the shambling, legless wreck which drags the 
body, heart, and spirits through life upon the cork sub- 
stitutes ‘and crutches. Try to think also of the condition 
of that man who carries two empty sleeves. It is more 
helpless than the mind can conceive. The youngest babe 
is not more helpless and dependent. 

The number of this class is so small that an increase 
of pension can hardly be cried down upon the plea of 
economy and retrenchment. Again, the majority of this 
class are poor, depending upon daily manual labor for 
daily bread, aud often with families to support. More- 
over, these unfortunates and sad reminders of our great 
war are necessarily liable to greater expenses than those 
which tax the sound, or partially crippled. The blind 

nsioner must be led and guided; if without legs, he 

can but hobble about with wooden ones and crutches ; if 
without arms, must have an attendant always with him ; 
not a move can he make, not an act do, unless other 
hands help him. All three classes cannot work—can do 
nothing but beg; and they are munificently rewerded 
and cared for with the large sum of twenty-five dollars 
per month, with groceries, fuel, and house rent to pay, 
and, nine times in ten, an attendant also to pay. He 
can live on that, say many. Yes, so he can, in Bedford 
street, and Five Points, or in Swamptown. Shame! 
Shame on such mean, beggarly, petty care as this—such 
heartless ingratitude! Be not only generous, but be just ; 
double their pension ; give them the chance to be human, 
and to live like human beings. Give them power to live 
and pay for attendance ; power to save their children 
from the faccory, the street, vice, and crime—save them 
for the pablio school ; give them a chance to save them- 
selves from degradation, want, and pauperism. 


WasurxcTox, D. C., December 7, 1872. 
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CUSTOMS OF THE SERVICE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Str: Seeing an article in a late number of the Jour- 
NAL in which the writer recommends that new regula- 
tions be adopted for the Army, as we are now governed 

‘the “ Customs of the Service” and not by the exist- 
ing regulations, I would call attention to the fact that 
formerly company commanders established such customs 
as they deemed most conducive to the best interests 
of the service. But nowit would appear that some are 
guided by other considerations. I state what have 








been the customs in one company. The first sergeant 
has been in the habit of having his duty performed by 
deputy as follows: One non issi is or- 


dered to call the roll at reveille; march the company to 


———— 


stables, where, after remaining a certain length of time, 
@ repofts the cormipany horses a8 groomed, to the officer 
at the picket line, while he knows that at least one-third 
of them have not-even been touched by a curry-comb or 
brush. Another is ordered to go to the adjutant’s office 
with and for thé morning report book, while a third is 
sent with the sick to the hospital, and a fourth is ordered 
to march the detail for guard to the parade ground, for 
all of which these deputies, as assistant firat sergeants, 
are excused fom such of their own duties as they do 
not choose to perform. I would like to be informed if 
it is consistent with the best interests of the service that 
these deputies be recognized as assistant first ser- 
geants. 

It is also customary for the first sergeant to have two 
or more privates act as servants and messengers for his 
family, and excusing them from their proper duties, or 
at least never reporting their absence to the company 
commander, and it is their custom to become drunk, dis- 
orderly and riotous in their quarters with impunity. 
And if a non-commissioned officer (not a deputy) confines 
these men in the guard-house, it is also customary for 
this model first sergeant to use his influence with the 
company ¢ommander to obtain their release without 
trial. And when these men are released it is the cus- 
tom to reward them by detailing them as officers’ grooms, 
permanent stable police, ete. 

And when a company officer sends to the first sergeant 
for a detail of two mon for fatigue duty, it has been the 
custom to have the “ bugler” soznd the assembly and 
when the company is in line, it is marched by a dep- 
uty to the officer who reports the fatigue party present, 
And last of all this model non-commissioned cfticer re- 
muins in his quarters for several days atatime in a 
beastly state of intoxication, during which time his duty 
is «lone by a deputy, under the plea of sickness, although 
he is never visited by the doctor, nor is the matter inves- 
tigated by the company commander, who for some reason 
or other overlooks these little peculiarities of his. Now 
of what earthly use are new regulations if we are to be 
governed by such customs as the above ? REFORM. 
Fort Sanpers, W. T., December 9, 1872. 











THE RIVAL TORPEDOES. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Your issue of December 14 contains an article 
from that distinguished inventor Mr. John Ericsson, 
calling atcention to a description of a “movable sub- 
marine torpedo” forwarded by him to Vice-Admiral D. 
D. Porter, and to the Chief of the Naval Bureau of 
Ordnance on the 13th of April, 1870, and remarking 
upon the attention which such letter received, in lan- 
guage which might be construed as little short of a cen- 
sure upon the officers mentioned. 

Mr. Ericsson also attacks the torpedo-boat designed 
by Mr. J. L. Lay in five different points (nearly all of 
its important features). 

1. As to its position in the water when attacking. 

2. As to the location of its explosive charge against 
the body attacked, and with regard to the surface of the 
water. 

3. As to the insufficiency of the motive power and its 
dangerous character. 

4. As to the complexity and delicacy of the machinery 
used in steering,.the experience and attention required 
on the part of the operator, and his inability to watch 
the movement of the boat himself snd consequent de- 
pendence upon the instructions received from another 
person. Comprising also a very incomplete description 
of the steering gear. 

5. As to the want of capacity to carry sufficient mo- 
tive power, combined wit the difficulties arising from 
the weight, combrousness, and complication of the en- 
tire structure. 

These remarks.of Mr. Ericsson reflect in a certain 
way uponthe knowledge of requirements for war pur- 
poses of the examining board, and I, as a member of that 
board, am not at all disposed to admit the self-asserted 
superiority of the accomplished inventor and theorist 
over such practical and renowned men as Rear-Admirals 
John Rodgers, John L. Worden, and Commodore J. C. 
Howell, and others of the board, in any other branch than 
that in which Mr. Ericsson excels—to wit, invention 
and design. 

Without commenting upon the reception of his offer 
by the navel officers mentioned, which we are led from 
Mr. Ericsson’s silence to believe might have been an 
example for that.awarded it by the Naval Committees of 
both houses of Congress, I desire to defend the judg- 
ment of the Naval Board ordered to witness the experi- 
ments, and if impossible to show, what to all the board 
and to the distinguished spectators, both national and 
foreign, was evident, viz: that one of the solutions of 
the difficulties attending the defence of the weak against 
the strong afloat, has been found in the highly satisfac- 
tory performance of the Lay torpedo. 

s Mr. Ericsson is an inventor of renown, the dis- 
paraging remarks made by him about the torpedo-boat 
in question will possibly (and very properly) cause 
doubts to arise in the minds of the many as to the re- 
sults to be obtained from this machine; but practical 
men, seamen and otters, will be quite willing to accept 
the judgment (made after witnessing the performance 
of the boat) of such men as Rear-Admirals John Rodgers, 
and John L. Worden—men who from actual experience in 
naval warfare are quite as well able to judge of the of- 
fensive powers of this machine us the “inventor,” Mr. 
Ericsson, if not much better ; and I do not think that I 
flatter these gentlemen in an overpowering degree in 
making this assertion. 

Mr. Ericsson's first point of attack is that “ the tor- 
pedo-boat, floating at the surface of the water, will be 
easily crippled by a watchful enemy even in a calm, 
while in a seu-way its destruction will be inevitable.” 


Boats floating awash do not present as a general rule 
very much of a mark, even when lying still and when 
the marksmen are well trained and expert shots. This 


tance of three hundred she is not perceptible with- 
out the aid of a glass. Marksmen with carefully sighted 
rifles would have very liitle chance of makiug a vull’s 
eye on: her, and even if struck, the very small angle 
which the direction of the shot would make with the 
surface would prevent its doing any damage, and mure 
particularly so, if the top plates are made ot steel, an im- 
provement which has already been proposed and ac- 
cepted. 

The ideaof depending upon heavy artillery for the 
preservation of the ship would be out of the question, as 
taking too many chances. A sea-way would be very 
much more favorable for the boat, as firing at it would 
be somewhat similar to shooting on the wing, while trom 
the rolling of the ships they would have even cliances of 
presenting their most vulnerable parts to the explosive. 
(Lhe very great advantage which this boat would have, 
is in being able to attack at night with hooded electric 
lights, by which she can be steered more easily than in 
daylight, and which no enemy ahead could disvover; 
bat which would be clearly visible to the operator). The 
form of the hull of the boat is of such a nature as to 
withstand any sea-way permitting ordinary navigation, 
and therefore there is no reason for Mr. Ericsson’s re- 
mark of inevitable destruction. 

The second point for attack which Mr. Ericsson dis- 
covers is that, ‘The explosion of the torpedo-boat takes 
place too near the surface to affect seriously an iron-clad 
ship carrying 12-inch thick armor, six feet below water 
line.” This remark shows theinexperieaceot Mr. Ericsson 
in the matter of explosives, as we have reasons to know, 
from experiments made with nitrogiycerine, that five 
hundred pounds of that explosive (the charge carried 
by the Lay torpedo), if fired alongside the 12-inch 
armored iron-clad of which he speaks, would either send 
the vessel and crew to the bottom by tearing out her side, 
or else would so crush her in as to render her abandon- 
ment a matter of healthy necessity to her inmates. 
Should there be, however, any doubt on the subject, 
the Lay torpedo is provided with an effectual appuratus, 
by means of which it can at any time when desired, be 
plunged to a distance of from fifteen to twenty feet be- 
low the surface. 

Mr. Ericsson’s third cause of inadaptability of the 
Lay torpedo to the practical requirements of defence, is 
that, “The motive power of the torpedo-boat is of a dan- 
gerous nature, owing to the enormous pressure of the 
acting medium, 600 Ibs to the square inch. At 
best it is insufficient, and ceases the moment the 
small quantity of carbonic acid capable of being 
carried is consumed; any mischance calling for pro- 
longed action of the propeller will exhaust the motive 
power, hence the craft will be useless in such a case and 
inevitably lost, no means having been devised for bring- 
ing it back.” 

Six hundred pounds of pressure to the sq ware inch is 
dangerous, as Mr. Ericsson very properly remarks ; so is 
100 lbs per square inch, as has been otteu proved by bviler 
explosions tu the entire conviction of the spectators, 
who may have had any doubt on the subject previously ; 
but as 100 lbs pressure to the square inch is carried 
safely in boilers by testing them to an increased amount, 
so the wrought-iron flasks containing the carbonic acid 
for the Lay torpedo, and which are previous to use tested 
to 2,240 lbs. per square inch, may be considered to be 
not dangerous to an extraordinary degree, which we are 
led to believe from Mr. Ericsson’s words. In faet, it seems 
strangely inconsistent that an individual who could 
(from his language) stand on the deck of a ship drawing 
considerably more water than he did and carrying per- 
haps hundreds of human beings, and with the knowl- 
edge of his responsibility for their lives, coolly direct the 
inevitable destruction of a death-dealing mouster like 
Lay’s torpedo by small-arm men, should te so very appre- 
hensive of the danger from yas contained in an iron 
flask of very nearly four times the strength required to 
hold it in subjection. 

With regard to the insufficient quantity of motive pow- 
er, which Mr. Ericsson mentions, it seems that Mr. Erics- 
son would require that a boat built to run from New 
York to Staten Island, and fueled accordingly, should 
go outside and continue on to Europe, and in case of 
non-arrival, she would carry “insufficient” fuel. Mr. 
Ericsson is undoubtedly correct, from his poir.t of view. 
The Lay torpedo does not carry gas enough to run in- 
definitely. She has been purchased by the Government 
because she will go a distance of one mile and return 
using @ certain amount of gas. In case it is required 
to send a boat two miles and return, it will be of course, 
necessary to put in more gas, double the quantity. There 
is no difficulty whatever in putting Lundreds of pounds 
of gas in a flask, provided always the flask has capacity 
for that amount, therefore if no more is required of the 
motive power than its known capacity to do work, Mr. 
Lay’s torpedo labors under no disadvantages with re- 
gard to fuel, other than those which attend all vessels 
using an exhausting material. 

The last part of Mr. Ericsson’s objection was not a 
question overlooked by the board, who werw satisfied 
that the wire cable of Lay’s torpedo is of sufficient 
strength to pull her astern in case of utmost necessity, 
which would in actual warfare rarely or never occur, as 
the boat is intended to attack an enemy going straight 
from the operator to the opponent, and after performing 
her mission properly, she will not be expected to re- 
turn. 

Mr. Ericsson objects to Lay’s torpedo, and consequently 
criticises the intelligence of the board in such matters 
by his article: No. 7, which is his 

Fourth point of attack, and too lengthy to quote en- 
tire. We will first remark that the apparatus used ia 
starting, stopping, and steering the gorpedo is neither 
complex nor delicate. Any person with a common school 
education in electricity will without any difficulty com- 
prehend, and with a little practice be able to prepare for 
work the whole arrangement of the machine, in fact its 
great value is im its extreme simplicity. 

The necessity of. carrying the cable in the boat and 








boat of Lay’s in running throws the water over her 
back entirely, and is so much submerged 


that ata dis- 


paying out from her is patent to any man familiar with 
nautical affairs. 
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The experience required by the operator is simply to 
be able to read the words, “port, starboard, steady, start 
and stop,” to know the meaning of those words and also 
how to steer any ordinary boat. The amount of attention 
required is simply to put the boat straight end on the 
object to be attacked, to keep it there and “ go for it.” 
Both the experience and attention can be supplied from 
any U.S. ship or naval station, where seamen, and very 
ordinary seamen, are to be found. 

As Mr. Ericsson has not been able to obtain the parti- 
culars of the arrangement by which the rudder is kept 
in position when going straight ahead, he will perhaps 
be glad to know, through the medium of your valuable 
paper, that this question also arose in the minds of the 
board and that upon examining the arrangement, its 
nature was found to be “india rubber” in cylindrical 
form, about fifteen inches long and one inch thick, the 
middle made fast to the tiller head and the two ends 
shackled to the sides of the boat. 

The important device for the admission of water‘to 
make good the loss of wire reeled off, and for the weight 
of the gas expended (the latter not mentioned by Mr. 
Ericsson), and the other necessary but simple and practical 
device of the inventor, Mr. J. L. Lay, for the proper intro- 
duction of the motive power to the cylinders, excited the 
admiration of the whole boar3, which will no doubt feel 
itself flattered both individually and collectively by the 
reflection that in admiring the excellent workmanship 
of the Messrs. Clute Bros, & Co. they have unknowingly, 
and apparently accidentally coincided with the profes- 
sional opinion of a great inventor and engineer. 

Mr. Ericsson’s remarks on the trial at Newport, 
however, completely dispel the idea that perhaps the 
opinions of the board and of the celebrated inven- 
tor, hitherto opposed to each other, were beginning 


to coincide. His comments upon the height of tide 
required show that he knows absolutely nothing about 
the fivuating requirements of the “ Lay torpedo,” which 
can, like any other boat drawing three feet of water, 
navigate and manoeuvre wherever she can float; the 
state of the tide having nothing whatever to do with it, 


beyond that of properly supporting her. 

His assertion “that the drifting of the boat after 
stopping the motive engine, was resorted to at last in 
order to reach the mark,” shows conclusively that his 
knewledge of the circumstance and of the management 
of the boat is exactly equal to that mentioned above 
concerning the requirements of the Lay torpedo. The 
boat was run out, turned round at will, and brought 
back toward the launch, running from left to right across 
a line from the operator instead.of directly from him as 
she is intended t» gc (the most unfavorable line of ap- 
proach). A small error in calculating the distance with 
the eye,brought the torpedo-boat between the operator and 


the launch, just alorgside of it; the torpedo was stop- 
ped, allowed to drift clear ani then started ahead, point- 
ed for the launch, and run into her, exploding the tor- 
pedo which she carried on her bow, to the entire satis- 


faction of the board and of the foreign officers present, 
and I may say of the spectators generally. 

Having thus explained to the public the reasons why 
the board dare to differ from the great inventor in their 
opinion of the Liy torpedo, I will refer to the design of 
that gentleman for supplanting the sawe, “ fatal defect” 
and ail. 

1. Ericsson’s Submarine Torpedo being immersed from 
fifteen to twenty feet below the surface of the water, 
must be out of sight of the operator and consequently 
cannot be steered with sufiicient certainty, practically 
{however well theoretically), to hit anything save per- 
haps the bottom of the neighboring shore. If by any 
contrivance on the surface its position is made known to 
the operator, there is nothing to prevent “« watchful 
enemy ” from seeing italso and making his prepara- 
tions for defence. 

2. In this Mr. Ericsson’s appreciation of the destruc- 
tive effect of several hundred pounds of nitro-glycerine 
appears to have developed somewhat more, or else he 
could not have thoroughly understood the explosive in- 
tended to be used with the Lay torpedo. (The board 
will have reason to commence flatteriny itself again.) 

Agreeing with Mr. Ericsson as to the safety and reli- 
ability of the motive power for his submarine torpedo, 
“atmospheric air under moderate pressure,” it would 
yet seem that his method of supplying the same to the 
engine, through a tubular cable, although a very com- 
fortable and inexhaustible one would be somewhat diffi- 
cult to practically realize. 

In carefully reading over the comparisons set up by 
Mr. Ericsson, I note that while he attempts, not always 
with success, to describe the Lay torpedo minutely, his 
own de-ign is compiratively undescribed and therefore 
in order that it may not be supposed that this great fog- 
giness in the description of the tubular cable, etc., by 
which air is conveyed from the air-pumps on shore to 
the engines in the torpedo is intentioual, let me ask, 
What size of tubular cable it is intended to employ in 
order to transmit sufficient power to the fifteen-horse 
power engine in the torpedo? Of what strength of ma- 
terial to withstand the pressure required to force such 
motive power through two miles (the distance required 
of Lay's turyedo) of tabular cable; audfurther, What will 
be the external diameter of the cable? What. size of 
reel would be necessary to accommodate the required 
two miles? What size of engines to operate the same, 
and what size of air-pumps t) transmit the requisite 
pressure through the two miles of tube. 

Supposing its external diameter to be one. inch, the 
smallest delivering urea which would allow the tor- 
pedo to even approximate the speed claimed by the in- 
ventor, we should have a circumferential area of fric+ 
tioral surface of 2,763.2 square feet, to overcome which 
friction would require all and more power -than Mr. E. 
calculated to put in the boat, although he,claims that he 
has practically demonstrated its capability to tow one- 
half a mile of tubular cable at the rate of ten knots per 
hour without absorbing more than one-third of the mo- 
tive power of the boat. Mr. Ericsson would. confer a 
great favor on the mechanical world generally, by ex- 
Pp mathematically the process of towing, and 


whether he supplied the apparatus with air through the 
sable at the time of towing the same at a rate of ten 
knots per hour. 

Does Mr. Ericsson’s tubular cable float, or does it 
sink ? 

If it floats, there is nothing to prevent an enemy from 
cutting it, by ranning astern of the torpedo with a boat, 
picking up and cutting the cable and thus depriving 
Mr. E.’s operator at that place of employment. Should 
the cable sink the friction is greater, and in case of 
turning the torpedo, should the cable foul any object, 
such as rocks, accidental anchurs, etc., the cable would 
be not only choked, cutting off the supply of motive and 
steering power, but the boat would be firmly anchored, 
so that not even Mr. Ericsson’s superior intelligence in 
such matters could command the working capacity of 
this engine to such an extent as to drag the tube when 
fouled as described. And here, by way of comparison, let 
me remark that the Lay torpedo, which pays out as she 
goes, can foul all the cable which she carries, as fast as 
paid out, without any detriment whatever to her man- 
agement, rate of speed, or efficacy, which is not only evi- 
dent from an inspection of the arrangement of the cable, 
but has also been shown practically in the experiment 
at Newport. 

The stress laid by Mr. Ericsson upon his ability to 
reel up cable and thereby retire his torpedo from any 
unexpected difficulty, appears to be a fight of imagina- 
tion on his part, and presents so many difficulties that 
practical men will not be ready to accept it as. gospel. 
One of the first difficulties presenting itself to the mind 
is, the inability of an operator to discover whether a tor- 
pedo a mile off and 15 feet under water, should go to 
port or starboard, ahead or astern. As for hauling ‘it 
astern by the cable, supposing that the operator desired 
to make that movement, the same can be done with the 
Lay torpedo, which the board has approved of. The 
wire of which is sufficiently strong to perform that op- 
eration and also to anchor her by if necessary. 

Referring to the authority of Mr. Ericsson for the de- 
scription of a boat 10 feet long and 19 inches diameter, 
carrying an engine of 15 horse power, 400 lbs. of nitro- 
glycerine, and towing a tubular cable half a mile in 
length at the rate of 10 miles per hour, I haye only to 
remark, that Mr, Lay’s torpedo carries only an 8 horse 
engine conveniently, and at the utmost could only ac- 
commodate as to space one of 12 horse power, yet Lay’s 
torpedo has 15 feet more length and 17 inches, more di- 
ameter, than the one designed by Mr, Ericsson. There is 
no practical way of accounting for this difference, and 
when we add that the displacement of a cylinder 10 feet 
long and 19 inches in diameter equal 1,260.92 lbs. of 
water which, with an exponent of 0.68 would allow a dis- 
placement of the hull of 853.42 lbs. of water, while the 
approximated weights would be as follows: 

Hull built of 1-16 iron and strong enough to stand 

the strain of towing, at least ae 
Charge of nitro-giycerine........ 400 “ 
15 horse engine of tae frailest construction, inclu- 


ding shaft, wheel, bearings, etc., complete...300 “ 
Bakder pokes, 00.25. o 52 5285 SSeS SSS 
Fuse nipples and gravitation cylinders, etc: ..... T# 
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This little comparison shows at a glance that Mr. Er- 
icsson’s torpedo, as described by him, would have about 
1-10th more specific gravity than the element in which 
she is to float, and that consequently, her first action 
would be to go to the bottom, without stopping” at the 
fifteen feet depth mentioned by the iuventor. . Such be- 
ing a fact, there is no longer any necessity for wasting 
more time on this apparent incongruity, and I have now 
to add, that even if Mr. Ericsson’s hull, etc., were 4 suc- 
cess, which seems very doubtful according’ to dimensions 
and description as given by him, that although small 
and easily transported, it is not in itself complete, as it 
requires the enormous reel to accommodate the two 
miles of tubular cable, engine, boiler, air pumps and 
other paraphernalia, which would be a cumbrous and 
complicated mass to handle, and would be exposed to de- 
struction from an enemy’s fire, if placed on the open 
coast, without a fortification to defend it. While the 
Lay torpedo, when charged, is complete, offering only a 
single object 25 feet long and 3 feet diameter to be han- 
dled, and, permitting the operator with his dial plate to 
find a place of protection anywhere where a hole large 
enough to hide » man can be excavated. 

The employment of two separate propeller wheels, 
turning in opposite directions, in order to prevent rota- 
ry movement of the hull, is of itself sufficient proof of 
the want of practical experience in submarine boats; for, 
witha proper location of the machinery and other weights, 
it would be impossible to rotate the’ hull, supplied with 
the largest power which she coald accommodate, 

In conclusion I shall be gratified to learn, that there 
be no other “fatal defects,” than those already cited in 
Mr. Ericsson’s submarine torpedo. 

WILLIAM A: KIRKLAND, 
Commander United States Navy, and one'of the Bourd 
ordered to inspéet the Lay torpedo, 

Newport, R. L, December 17,: 1872, 


DISCOVERIES OF DR. LIVINGSTONE: 
To General Stone, Chief of thé General Staff of the 
Army of Ezypt, we are indebted for a copy of the fol- 
lowing circular, which we translate for the benefit of 
our readers, who will be: interested. in the. accountof 
the discoveries of Dr. Livingstone which is thus com- 
municated to the Egyptian army: 
MINISTRY OF WAR, OFFICE OF THE ome 
oF Srarr, Carro, Novemter’ 4, 1872.’ 

Cireular. 

The attention of the Egyptian army is invited to the 
following resume of the results now: known of the braye, 
patient, and untiring labors in Central Africa of the 


traveller, Dr. Livingstone : 
At the instigation of the late Sir Roderick Murchison, 








Dr. Livingstone undertook, in 1866, an expedition to de-. 
termine the distribution of , the waters of-Central Africa. 
= to establish the geography of the real sources. 
of the Nile. sai 

In May, 1866, this bold. traveller landed on the east 

coast of Africa, at Cape Delgado, latitude abont 10 1-2: 
deg. S., and from there followed the course of the River- 
Rovuma to the mountains from which it takes its rise, 

He passed then to the south of Lake Nyassa, and, push- 
ing on, turned to the NNW., and crossed the moun- 
tain range which separates the basin of the River Zame-. 
basi from the great system of rivers which flow from the. 
centre of the African continent. 

Alone, surrounded by savage tribes, often in want of 
food, and almost constantly suffering from the effects of 
the deadly climate, this indefatigable man has now 
spent five and a half years in making explorations which 
for enterprise and difficulty are without a parallel. And 
to complete his undertaking he proposes to continue his 
labors for two years more, hoping to solve beyond a 
douvt the question of the sources of the great system of 
rivers of that region, heretofore unknown. 

Having crossed the above-named mountain range, 
Livingstone came in the spring of 1867 to Lake Liemba, 
at the extremity of Lake Tanganyika, and the latter 
lake having been already visited by C.ptains Burton 
and Speke, his route at this stage corresponds with that 
of those explorers. Believing that Lake Liemba was 
connected with Lake Tunganyika, Livingstone marched 
first SE. and afterward NW., more than three hundred 
miles, and found a great lake, Moero, about latitude 8 
deg. S,, and longitude 25 1-2 deg. E. of Paris. This lake, 
Moero, receives the river Luapula on the south, and Dr, 
Livingstone found that the river flows through the lake 
and reappears, flowing to the north under the name of’ 
Lualaba, foreing its way across the mountains of the Rua 
country. 

Returniag to the south, he visited the capital of Ca- 
zembe, south of lake Moero, and there passed several 
months of the winter of 1868. Thence, in the spring of 
1868 he marched south, following the course of the river 
Luapula, which he found issues from a great lake called 
Baugweolo. He visited an inhabited island in this lake - 
which is situated about latitude 12 deg. S. and longi- 
tude about 26 deg. E. of Paris. Considering the known 
course of the river Chambeze, Livingstone believes that 
that river empties into Lake Baugweolo, and that it issues 
from the lake under the name of Luapula. Deserted by 
his attendants and ‘in a very destitute condition, he was 
forced to return to the north, and passing the capital of 
Cazembe a second time, he marched to the western 
shore of Lake Tanganyika, which he followed as far as 
latitude 6 deg. S., where he embarked and sailed toward 
Ujiji, arriving there in May, 1869. Between Cazembe 
and Ujiji, the great traveller was stricken ‘with a dan- 
gerous illpess whick nearly cost him his life. 

From what he had seen, Livingstone concluded that 
the great river which issues from Lake Baugweolo under 
the name of Luapula, and which flows through and out 
of lake Moero, must be the real Nile; and to decide this 
question he set out from Ujiji, crossed Lake Tanganyika, 
scaled the, mountains west of the lake, and kepton to- 
ward the west to find the river again further north; 
crossing meanwhile the Mauquema country inhabited 
by cannibals. In this task he toiled for more than two 

ears; ‘that-is to say fromthe summer of 1869 till Octo- 

r, 1871. 

In latitude 6 deg. 8. and longitude about 23 deg. E. 
of Paris, he found Lake Kamolondo, on Ulenge, through 
which flgws the river Lualaba, and into which empty 
the rivers Luamo on the east, and Lufira on the south, 
He found that the Lualaba flows toward the west, and 
then north to empty intd « lake which he had not visited, 
but which has been deséribed to him situated about lati-« 
tude 2 1-2 deg. 8., and longitude 22 1-2 deg. E. of Paris, 
The inhabitants of the country informed him that the 
great river Loke, or Lomane, flows through a great lake, 
and coming out unites with the Lualaba about 5 deg. 8, 

Forced to retire before completing the task he had 
undertaken, he returned in the month of October, 1871, 
to Ujiji, where he found Mr. Staniey, an American who 
had been sent in search of him ty the editor of the New 
York Herald. Livingstone and Stanley proceeded in com- 
pany to tae northern extremity of Lake Tanganyika, 
and exploring the country further north, found that 
some rivers rising among the mountains of this region 
empty into the lake, 

They returned to Ujijiand to Unyanyembe, where Dr. 
Livingstone stopped to wait for the men and supplies which 
Mr. Stanley wae to send him from Zanzibar. Stanley 
proceeded to Zanzibar and after despatching the required 
men.and stores, returned to Europe with the intorma- 
tion gained by Livingstone. 

Dr. Livingstone declared to Mr. Stanley his intention 
of leaving Unyanyembe in’ the month of August this 
year, and marching south to make the tour of Lake Baug- 
weolo, and afterward to follow the course of the rivers 
Lualaba and Loke to, decide the question whether the 
Lualaba issuing from Lake Baugweolo, is or is not. the 
commenceinent of ‘the Nile.’ He thinks it is, but addg 
thit perhaps this‘river'aftet paseing thé above-mentioned 
lakes turns to the west and southwest, dnd ‘tofms the 
great river known @s:the pps 10% harness 

Let us, hope that this great, explorer. may.live to,ac- 
complish the task he has under ncets and to enjoy the 
fam» he has won for himself, aid that on his return the 

aestion which has so long agitated the world may be 

ecided and the sources of thé great river of Egypt be 
known once for all. 
Egypt will be always grateful to Dr. Livingstone, and 
his name will be enrolled with those of the benefactora 
of Africa. The map which accompanies this circular 
shows the disedveries made by Dr. Livingstone, so far as 
thie latest tiews reports them. ‘The officers.of the military 
schoolsare ordered to instruct all their pupils with this 
map, and the commanders of regiments will cause it to 
be studied by the commissioned and non-commissioned 


officers of their regiments. 
Chief of the General a site 
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‘THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Twenty-seconn Inrantry.—This regiment on Friday 
evening of last week paraded at the regimental armory in 
overcoats for drill and inspection of overcoats. The regi- 
ment paraded nine commands of fourteen files each, exclu- 
sive of the drum corps and the recruit elass of sixteen men, 
and looked exceedingly well—the overcoats and leggings of 
the men combining to give the command a solid and very 
serviceable appearance. The regimental line was promptly 
formed under the direction of Adjutant Harding, after which 
the regiment went through the ceremony of a dress parade, 
the men appearing steady and executing the manual in good 
style. The regiment was then formed in two lines, by wiag, 
forinspection. Colonel Porter made a very minute inspec- 
tion of the overcoats, findiag them in fair cond‘tion. A 
short drill followed, Lieut.-Col. Brown assuming command ; 
the drill was scarcely up to the good standard of the regi- 
ment, which was attributable in no small degree to the in- 
distinctness, incoherence, and rapidity of the commands given. 
At the conclusion of the drill the regiment formed square, 
when Colonel Porter offered a few remarks on the interesting 
military subject—‘‘uniforms.’’ In the ecurse of these re- 
marks the colonel stated in effect that by these many and 
thorough Inspections the fatigue uniform of the regiment 
had been brought to a good state of perfection, and that 
now he proposed to follow a similar course relative to over- 
coats, and gave notice in conclusion that another inspection 
of the overcoata of the members would be ordered shortly, 
at which he expected to find every man and officer wearing 
the uniform regularly prescribed for the regiment, comment- 
ing severely upon the fact that two men were present in 
coats, the condition of which was a disgrace to them as in- 
dividuals and as members of the regiment. The prizes 
offered last fall for target practice by Company F were then 
awarded to the winners, and, in presenting them, Colonel 
Porter eloquently appealed to the regiment to keep up 
the practice already commenced with the rifle. 

A meeting was afterwards held, at which a committee was 
appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws for a regi- 
mental rifle association, as an auxiliary to the National Rifle 
Association, and for the government of every matter that 
appertains to rifle practice in the regiment. The members 
are very enthusiastio over the matter, and there is excellent 
prospect of a numerous organization. 





Szeventa Inrantry.—The Seventh regiment gave the 
second of its delightful promenade concerts on Saturday, the 
21st inst. The programme was an excelleat one, admirably 
rendered, and lengthened by the repetition of many choice 
airs, in response to the enthusiastic applause of the audience. 
The company rooms were all thrown open and brilliantly 
lighted, and were resorted to during the evening by many 
happy swains, who sought to escape the glare and crowd of 
the great hall and devote themselves to conversation. 
Many ‘little knots of ladies and gentlemen assembled 
in corners to engage in conversation during the inter- 
ludes; and the music was not so loud as to inte:fere with 
quiet flirtations in the company rooms and corridors. The 
great drill-room was well filled, not crowded, with an ele- 
gently dressed company of graceful women and stalwart men, 
Promenaded in concentric circles about the central music 
stand. 


Exvistuent Papsrs.—A circular from General Headqnar- 
ters State of New York states that owing to the compara- 
tively small number of enlistment papers that have been re- 
ceived at State Headquarters during the current year, the 
Commander-in-Chief deems it necessary to call the attention 
ot officers of the National Guard to the necessity of comply- 
ing promptly and strictly with the regulation regarding the 
preparation and filing of them. Three enlistment papers 
(Form No. 12) must be executed by every man enlisted ; one 
to be forwarded to this department, one filed with the records 
of the company, and the other filed with the records of the 
regiment. 


Szventy-rinst Inrantry.—On Thursday evening of last 
week this regiment held @ battalion drill at the arsenal, the 
first of a series for the ensuing season. The attendance was 
slim for this organization, presenting a front of ten compsa- 
nies of ten files each, after equalization. Lieutenant Ste- 
phenson, acting as adjutant, performed his duties in » cred- 
itable manner, with the exception of receiving the detail re- 
quired for equalisation ; these being delivered, some at an 
“ order,’’ some at a “carry,’’ and others at a ‘support 
arms,’’ instead of ‘ parade rest.’ He should have caused 
the files required for equalisation to be taken from the right 
instead of the left, and they should have been first formed on 
the general guide in two ranks before delivering any for 
equalization. 

Colonel Vose was in command, and the manner in which 
he manwavred the battalion demonstrated that he is second 
to no colonel in the National Guard for the mastery of Up- 
ton’s Tactics. We commend his manner of elucidation and 
instruction to his subalterns, i. ¢., his line officers.— Con- 
sidering this drill as the first (as it is), and the progress made 
during the evening, we can safely predict that the time 
is not far distant when a member of the regiment can, with 
pride, say “I ama member of the American Guard.”’ We 
append some criticisms, with a hope that at subsequent drills 
there may be no occasion for the same. 

We noticed @ sergeant, sent to receive a detail, attempt 


and succeed in the feat of cacsing his files to ‘support 
arme’”’ from an ‘‘order.”’ He also counted the files from 
the left instead of the right of the detail squad. In forming 
the battalion, the general guides were fully division instead 
of company distance apart; company guides generally very 
dilatory in covering the general guides ; also several “ shift- 
ing ’’ their positions after having been assured in their posi- 
tions. Guides should remember that when once posted, not 
to move until the command ‘* guides posts’' is given. The 
colcr company was the last instead of the first company to 
“support arms’’ after being aligned. “ Breaking into 
column of fours’? the distances in marching were exceeding- 
ly poor, necessitating frequent corrections by Colonel Vose ; 
after which the distances were more properly observed, with 
the exception of the file in rear of the first sergeant of the 
third compazy in column, who, for some reason of his own, 
persisted in observing a distance of almost six feet between 
the sergeant and himself. ‘Column of fours, break from the 
from the right to march to the left ’’ was very poorly exe- 
cuted, the intervals between companies being, without ex- 
ception, suffcient to place another eompany therein. This, 

apparently, was owing to the fact that four junior officers 
were in command of companies, who felt strongly the want 
of confidence in themselves. The second attempt, after an 

explanation by the colonel, deserves especial commendation, 

being decidedly better executed. ‘‘ By the right of compa- 
nies to the rear into column’ was also poorly done, some 
commeandants allowing even their guides to march from three 
to six paces past them, before giving the command “‘ fours 

left.”? Subsequent attempts proved decidedly the want of 
theoretical instruction by the line officers. We were very 

much surprised to observe the captain of the third company 

move his guide some paces to the left, and then dress his 

company. ‘Left into line, wheel,’’ was very fairly exe- 

cuted, but marred by the breaking of the color company. 

At the command ‘Halt’ by the various commandants we 

observed two first sergeants place themselves on the line of 

guides, instead of covering their officers in the intervals be- 

tween companies. A general #Mignment being ordered, the 

right general guide, at the command, ‘‘Color and general 

guides on the line,’’ advanced some six paces in advance of 

the colors and Acting Left General Guide Phillips ; the latter, 

under the supervision of Sergeant-Major Knubel, performing 

his duties most commendably. ‘‘ Double column at halt 

distance ’’ was another illustration of the want of theoretica) 

(or blackboard) inst: uction, the companies of the right wing, 

with one exception, marching past those of the left before 

their officers gave the command, ‘‘ Fours left.”” Those of 

the left wing were scarcely better. Subsequent executions 

showed to better advantage. In the deployment of this 

column we observed that the right general guide failed to 

hasten where the right of the line would rest when the bat- 

talion would be aligned; also several company guides com- 

pletely “at sea.’? They should have been posted and 

assured, whieh was not done. Advancingin “line of bat- 

tle” we noticed the commandants of the second, third, 

fourth, and fifth companies place themselves in the intervals 

nearest the colors, instead of placing themselves on the flank 

farthest from them. 


We observed a corporal in the rear rank of one of the 
companies, also Captain Cox advance toward his junior offi- 
cer and commence a conversation with him while the acting 
adjutant was receiving the first sergeant’s reports, and the 
battalion in open order. We should not mention this latter 
were it not that it was repeated in an interval of only a few 
moments, and were it not decidedly unsoldierly and sub- 
versive of discipline ; particularly as it would lead specta- 
tors to infer that a spirit of disrespect and defiance was man- 
ifested toward his superior officer. The regiment, however, 
as usual, appeared to advantage, looking very soldierly in 
their fatigue uniform and white belts; their execution of the 
manual being nearly perfect. Drum-Major Jenks received 
some very complimentary remarks with reference to the pro- 
ficieney of his drum corps. 

In conclusion, we would suggest a thorough “‘ setting up’ 
of the men; theoretical instruction of officers and non-com- 
missioned officers as often as practicable, in addition to the 
usual drills, and the ‘‘ American Guard ’’ will ere long be in 
the van for discipline and general proficiency. 

During the drill, while the regiment was “in place rest,’’ 
Colonel Vose addressed the command, expressing his satis- 
faction at the material of which it is composed, his deter- 
mination of remaining in command, and also his intention 
of raising the standard of their general proficiency, if they 
will act in harmony and give obedience to orders. The ap- 
plause with which his remarks were received indicates a new 
era in the history of the Seventy-first. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lockwood was called for, who, upon concurring with the 
expressions of the gallant colonel, begged to be excused from 
making further remarks. 


Caxptz Practicz.—In reply to the questions asked by 
several members of the National Guard in regard to “can- 
dle practice,” it may be well to state that the distance at 
which s candle can be extinguished with ease by the explo- 
sion of a cap is three feet from the muzzle, but depending of 
course upon the quantity of fulminate contained in the cap. 
The object of this practice is to test the improvement made 
in the ‘‘ aiming drill,” both drills being intended to secure 
the taking of the prescribed position, and, above all, to en- 
sure that instantaneous action of hand and eye which consti- 
tutes a good shot. In the ‘‘aiming drill ’’ the soldier sees, 





by watching his sights, if he pulls them off the mark, in fir- 
ing, in ‘‘candle practice” both he and his comrades know 
it,ifhe aims badly, by the candle not going out. It must 
not be imagined that it is a very difficult feat to extinguish 
@ candle at the distance of three feet. If the caps are strong, 
a good shot ought to put out threein four shots. It is the 
best possible practice, however, for training a company, and 
as they become proficient the distance may be extended. 
The difficulty of extinguishing the candle increases rapidly 
as the distance is extended, as the column of air thrown 
from the barrel by the explosion of the cap soon loses its 
momentum. 

Armory Marrers.—The Tammany Ring leases of regi- 

mental armories in New York city are gradually falling to 
pieces, some of the owners having offered to cancel them in 
consideration of the payment of amounts already due on the 
part of the city (refused in consequence of alleged extor- 
tionate rents demanded, and insufficiency of funds), which 
proposition has been gladly accepted, and the city released 
to some extent from the extortionate armory rentals so much 
in vogue during the past few years. The Sixth has been 
‘drifting ’’ for the pust few months, although maintaining 
its headquarters nominally at Tammany Hall. The new 
quarters, located in the building at Broadway and Forty- 
fifth street, was too far up town for the members of the regi- 
ment, part of whom reside down town and in the eastern 
portion of the city; so we learn Colonel Sterry has sought 
further east and south, and at last gained permission just 
ahead of the Fifth to locate at Neilson Hall, Irving place. 
Meantime the ‘ Old Twelfth” and First Troop is told to 
**move on,’’ and it takes its way prospectively teward the 
rooms given up by the Sixth. The spacious building at the 
corner of Broadway and Forty-fifth street therefore, instead 
of serving entirely for market purposes, will quarter two or 
more regiwents of infantry and a battalion and Sepa- 
rate Troop of Cavalry, making it almost answer the purposes 
of a brigade armory. The Twelfth appear eminently well 
satisfied with the change, having secured adrill-room at least 
twice as large as the one now in use by the regiment, and 
as:regards company rooms far superior. Active measures 
have been immediately taken to fit up the building for the 
use of the regiment, also for the First Cavalry (now in pos- 
session), and the Washington Gray Troop. The Grays will 
leave its present handsomely furnished and snug little quar- 
ters with great regret ; still, we understand, handsome quar- 
ters will be allotted it at the new armory, and we do not 
think it will suffer any from associations. The rental for 
these new quarters, we understand, for the three organiza- 
tions, does not amount to much more than what one of the 
Ring leases cost the city, and the change in many respects 
is far more satisfactory to the organizations concerned. The 
‘*Centre Market ’’ armory will be completed probably early 
next month, and the Eleventh, and perhaps the Fifth, will 
take possession of the new rooms just reconstructed. Both 
of these latter organizations have long deserved better quar- 
ters, and their present inadequate drill-room, etc., have in- 
jured materially the general discipline and drill of the regi- 
ments. 
The regiments generally in New York city are now or 
soon will be pretty well ‘‘ fixed,’’ but before any further re- 
formation is ordered by the ‘‘city fathers’’ we would sug- 
gest that they cause the owner of the Ninth regiment armory 
to either cancel his lease or complete the building. This 
building is one of the best armories in the city as regards 
drill and company rooms, but for over a year past it bas re- 
mained in the cheerful condition of an unfinished and unfur- 
nished state, greatly to the detriment of the regiment. 
Moreover it ‘vill be well at the same time, if consistent with 
the ideas of the aldermen, to cancel some of the leases of 
the rooms and buildings called armories, some of which have 
never been used for military purposes, or, if ever used, long 
since vacated, for which rent is still demanded. 


Miuitary Recorp or Governor Dix’s Starr.—An Al« 
bany correspondent informs us that several unintentional 
omissions have been made in speaking of the members of 
the Governor’s staff. General Rathbone is an old officer of © 
the National Guard, and was the brigadier-general command- 
in the Ninth brigade from 1860 to 1867, and his services at 
the Albany Depot of Volunteers was as such officer. Pay- 
master-General King served a full term of enlistment as 
private in Company A, Tenth Infantry. He was also an ad- 
ditional paymaster in the U. 8. Army during the war. Col- 
onel Griswold was for several years major and aide-de-camp 
on the Third division (General Carr’s) staff. Brigadier- 
General Woed, judge-advocate-general, is now, and has been 
for four or five years, a private member of Company A, 
Tenth Infantry. Colonel R. C. Pruyn was originally a pri- 
vate in Company A, Tenth Infantry, and was promoted to 
be Jieutenant-colonel and commissary on the Third division 
staff (General Carr’s) some three years ago, and still holds 
the position. 

Tas Narionat Riruz Association.—The New York 
World of December 12 thus editorially refers to the exer- 
tions of the National Rifle Association and to the matter of 
prise contests : 

The National Rifle Association, whose headquarters are in 
this city, has labored assiduously since its organization to 
smooth the way for rifle-shooting contests which should be 
really national. At a recent meeting its directors adopted a 
significant resolution, granting all the privileges of its mem- 
bership to all kindred associations and properly organized 
military bodies (except those of this city and Brooklyn) on 
the psyment of a merely nominal sum per annum. 











Decemper 28, 1872. 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


me een 





817 





—— 


ed 





So far, good. But experience has taught us that men in 
the lump will not shoot, any more than they will work, for 
mere pleasure. Some enthusiastic individuals will perform 
any task, however hard or disagreeable, simply from the love 
of the excitement it brings. But the average specimen of 
humanity—the ‘‘mean man,’’ as Quetelet calls him—must 
have some excitement in the way of prize or payment, or he 
fails to do his duty, however meritorious he and others may 
regard it. The rifle contests of America require, in order to 
make them the real events they are in England, the institu- 
tion of trophies or prizes which would belong in perpetuity 
to the National Association, but would be beld for a year by 
the organizations of which the best ‘‘shots’’ at these con- 
tests were members. We want in this country one or more 
grand prizes. They may not be of great money value, like 
the ‘‘ Elcho shield ’’ which is shot for annually at Wimble- 
don by teams of six representatives from England, Scotland, 
Ireland, and Wales. There are many public-spirited citizens 
who perceive the urgent need of training our militia in the 
proper use of the arms which they carry, and who would on 
proper presentation of the subject subscribe liberally for a 
challenge cup or trophy to be shot for at Creedmore un- 
der proper rules to be adopted by the National Rifle Associ- 
ation. 

In order to stimulate as much as possible the amour propre 
of our riflemen and a justifiable State pride, une of the rules 
might be that the trophy be deposited, for the year it is held 
by the representatives of any State, at the State capital, and 
that the name of the person or persons who have won it and 
the organizations to which they belong be posted conspicu- 
ously with it. Wedo not propuge to go into details; we 
leave them for the intelligent gentlemen who have already 
done so much towards the popularization of rifle-shooting in 
the United States. We desire simply to call their attention 
and that of the public to the necessity for rifle trophies, if 
rifle-shooting contests are to become national and popular, 
and Creedmore the American Wimbledon. 


Various Itzms.—Major Hall, the First brigade inspector, 
completed last week the inspection of the books and papers 
of the different organizations of the brigade Lieutenant 
Gamble, of the Twenty-second, has resigned; so has Cap- 
tain Leland, of the Seventy-first, for some time past on fur- 
lough, and in ill health Representatives of the companies 
of the Ninth Massachusetts, with the exception of G@ (Jack- 
son Guard), held a meeting recently in Boston for the pur- 
pose of forming a ‘‘ regimental association.’? We presume, 
of course, this association is for social purposes; for, as a 
militia organization, this regiment, like all others of its 
kind, is an association to a greater or less nt. The 
Board of Officers of which Colonel Finan is president have 
had several meetings at the headquarters of the Ninth regi- 
ment in the preparation of a manual for breech-loaders, to 
be used by the Massachusetts militia. The board will re- 
port on or before January 15, and it is probable that a man- 
ual now in use, amended in some particulars, will be de- 
cided upon as the best for the rifle with which the militia 
is now armed The Forty-seventh Infantry is ordered to 
assemble at the armory, Brooklyn, in fatigue uniform (white 
cross-belts), for drill and instruction, as follows: Right 
wing—Companies G, E, F, and B, on Thursday evening, 
January 9, and Tuesday, January 21; left wing—Comranies 
I, D, A, K, and C, on Friday, January 10, and Wednesday, 
January 22; the regiment on Wednesday, February 5 
A communication was forwarded direct to the Commander- 
in-Chief of Massachusetts, last week, by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Proctor, of the First regiment, protesting against the com- 
missioning of the recently-elected colonel, on the ground that 
he was elected illegally, printed instead of written ballots 
having been used at the election. This question having 
been decided some time ago in a similar case, the Command- 
er-in-Chief overruled the objections, and granted the com- 
mission without a hearing upon the subject The total 
enrolied militia of Massachusetts for the year 1872 is 200,- 
563, an increase of 12,336 over 1871 Remington breech- 
loaders (N. Y. 8. model) are in the musket racks at the State 
Arsenal, New York city The members of Company D, 
Ninth Infantry, were directed to appear for drill on Thurs- 
day evening, December 26, at 8 o’clock, in fall fatigue uni- 
form, with white cross and body belts, and white gloves. 
After the drilJ, a reunion of the members of the company was 
held, on which occasion the commissioned officers—Captain 
Edward 8. Bowlend, Lieutenants Frederick F. Valentine and 
William Hill—entertained the members, ex and honorary 
members of the company On Monday evening, at an elec- 
tion in the First Infantry, General Varian presiding, Cap- 
tain J. Howard Gray, of the Third brigade staff, was chosen 
lieutenant-colonel, vice Webster, promoted, and First Lieu- 
tenant Lersberger major, vice Rassiga, resigned. The field 
of the First, after many attempts and changes, is at last 
complete ; and we trust, for the interest of the regiment, the 
present officers will retain their positions at least for a few 
months. Colonel Webster for a very long period, as its lieu- 
tenant-colonel, controlled the regiment. Not long since a 
relative of the lieutenant-colonel (as we understand) was 
elected to the command of the regiment, but declined. 
Finally, a short time ago, Lieutenant-Colonel Webster—a 
deserving officer, by the way—was chosen as the regimental 
commander, ;Major Perley lieutenant-solonel, and Cap- 
tain Barthman major, the latter officer declining. Lieyten- 
ant-Colonel Perley subsequently returned to the command of 
his “‘ first love,’’ Company F, and Captain Rassiga accepted 
the majority, and he also a short time since, by urgent re- 
quest, returned to bis company. 8o it will be observed 

from this that the First is beginning to experience as 
as varied a servicein the field of the National Guard as it 
did in the field of the Army National Guard news this 
week is not only below zero in temperature, but it is really 
snew-bound, We trust, in a few weeks, or after the holidays, 
to see the troops again on the mareh, and news consequently 
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more active......The change in the administration of New 
York State, though politically radical, will not, we opine, 


to any large extent affect the National Guard. “ Excelsior’ 

isthe standard motto of New York’s Militia, not by any 

means retrogression. The number of troops will undoubt- 
edly be reduced to atleast the maximum standard called for 
by the law, 20,000 men, which it now exceeds over 4,000, and 
every means willibe introduced at General Headquarters to 

strengthen and make more effective the New York Militia. 

séeés We understand the First Infantry proposes having drills 
by battalion at the State Arsenal on the evenings of Janu- 
ary 17, February 17, March 18, and April 18, aad that ata 
‘¢ fall-dress drill’ to be ordered in April every man must be 
fully uniformed, as proposed in new bill of dress, or luckily 
get excused......The Fifth will march on Washington in 
spring—if some one ‘‘ paves the way.” So will the Forty- 
seventh and several other fine organizations of New York 
National Guard. The Fifth Maryland, ‘‘they say,’’ is go- 
ing, and so is Connecticut’s handsome Second. If all this 
is true, General Grant, as well as the representatives of the 
world and country, will have an excellent opportunity of 
judging of the material, drill, and general efficiency of some 
of our citizen soldiery The ‘‘ non-coms’’ of the Ninth’s 
staff will havea good time to-night (Saturday) One of the 
new and junior field officers of a regiment of the First division, 
it is reported, has presented the regiment, for uniform pur- 
poses, the sum of five hundred dollars. Who wonld not 
seek rank and fame in the service of the State Militia?...... 
The ‘*Twelfth’s Old Guari’’ is gradually growing in num- 
bers and perfection of organisation. It has a record like 
the regiment from which it sprung, which no one can gain- 
say......che Thirteenth drilled, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Briggs, last week at the State Arsenal, Brooklyo. The un- 
safety of its present quarters is pronounced, and the Super- 
visors of Kings county have the matter in hand, and doubt- 
less, as usual, will Aold on to it. The new armory of the 
Twenty-third and the mandamus regarding the Greenpoint 
$10,000 armory are beginning to affect the prospects of the 
Thirteenth, as far as the Supervisors are concerned...., Com- 
pany I, twenty-eighth Infantry, Captain Herdt, will hold 
its Twenty-second annual ball at Baumgaertner’s Military 
Hall, Brooklyn, E. D., December 30. 


Firrn MaryLanp.—From a Baltimore exchange we learn 
that a meeting of the officers and men of the regiment was 
held in the new armory on the evening of December 15. The 
members oppeared in full uniform, and the first battalion 
drill took place on the floor of the splendid drill-room. Four 
companies were exercised in the drill by Colonel J. Stricker 
Jenkins, and the marching and other evolutions, which were 
skilfully executed, were witnessed by a numbersof persons in 
the galleries, including several ladies. 

At the close of the drill the command was brought to a 
‘* rest,’’ and briefly addressed by Colonel Jenkins, who stated 
that the committee of citizens of Philadelphia, who were also 
large property owners at Cape May, had again extended an 
invitation to the regiment to visit that famous watering 
place next summer. The invitation had heen referred to a 
committee of twenty, representing each company of the 
Fifth regiment, who have made a favorable report to the 
executive committee, which body had in turn expressed its 
approval of the proposition. Colonel Jenkins, after remark- 
ing that the regiment should regard the second invitation 
by the citizens of Philadelphia in the light of a valued com- 
pliment, invited all desirous of accepting the invitation to 
‘*shoulder arms.’’ 

The order was promptly obeyed, and the eagerness with 
which every member brought his needle-gun to a vertical 
position evinced the unanimous feeling on the question. It 
is understood that the Philadelphians will transport the regi- 
ment to and from Cape May free of all expense. Many of 
the members were measured for their new uniforms last 
evening, and the prospect of regular drills, added to the nu- 
merous attractions, in the shape of reading and billiard- 
rooms, now handsomely equipped, and the plan for a sum- 
mer encampment at Cape May, are awakening considerable 
military enthusiasm in the command taat augurs well for the 
future. 
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Western Miuitta.—The following letter from a corre- 
spondent gives some interesting information regarding the 
militia of Ohio, particularly that portion located in the city 
of Cincinnati, and we will here state, en passant, thatewe al- 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Str: I am s constaot reader of your excellent paper, 
which is to me more interesting from the fact that I am en- 
gaged somewhat in the military line, having been a member 
now of a military company for four years. I am somewhat 
ined as well as ashamed that in all of your militia reports 
never see anything said of Western organizations. Doubt- 
less there are a great many militia organizations in different 
Western States, although, not meeting with much eneourage- 
ment from the State or local authorities, they may not reach 
that degree of eminence to which brother organisations in 
the East attain, yet I am confident they still have such a 
standard of discipline and materiet as to merit some notice 
at your hands, aud I believe that the reason they have rot 
received sych notice is because no one has taken the trouble 
of writing you aboutthem. Having said this much by way 


talion German. Of our militia laws very little necd be said 
for they are so poor that they could scarcely be worse, and, 
quoting from the Adjutant-General’s report for 1872, ‘‘ they 
are worse than useless. They simply tolerate militia or- 
ganizations, and offer no encouragement, beyond supplying 
arms of obsolete pattern, long since condemned for actual 
service.” To continue the quotation, ‘‘they convey the 
impression that the State regards military exercises only as 
an amusement, in which citizens are free to indulge if they 
choose, so long as they do not call upon they State to pay 
any of the expense incident thereto.’’ Under such a state of 
affairs the only wonder is that we have any militia at all, 
and thé fact that we have, and maintain military companies 
in the face of so much opposition is, we think, greatly to our 
credit. The Second and Third battalions of our oity are 
fairly organized and equipped, the German battalion wear- 
ing the Prussian uniform, and the colored battalion the 
United States uniform. The First battalion (Zouave), has, 
asthe name implies, the Zouave uniform; numbers among 
its ranks some of the finest young men of our city, and has 
a record of four years’ existence. During this time it has 
reached a very high standard of drillSand‘discipline, and the 
different companies have made tours throughout the State, 
visiting the cities of Dayton, Columbus, Cleveland, and 
Toledo, and also Indianapolis, Richmond, Detroit, and Chi- 
cago, drilling against local military companies, and winning 
Jaurels of fame. 

So much for the past of the Zouave battalion. Now for 
the present. Company B of the battalion, while it holds its 
place in the battalion and the uniform of the battalion, has 
taken @ n.w departure and has adopted a new and very 
neat and showy gray uniform, similar somewhat to that 
worn by the Seventh ie ey of your city. The uni- 
forms were made by Mr. John Boylan, of New York, and a 
better fitting set of uniforms was never seen in this city, or, 
we think, anywhere else. The accoutraments were furnished 
also from New York from the well-known house of Messrs. 
Baker & McKenney. The company also adopted the name of 
Lytle Grays, after one of Cincinnati’s bravest and most gifted 
sons, General W. H. Lytle, who tell in the late war. The 
28th of November, Thankegiving day, was fixed upon for the 
first parade of the company in its new uniform, and every- 
body was on the qui vive to see the long talked of ‘‘ Grays.” 
Nature seemed to favor it, for it was the finest day we had 
had for some time ; bright, clear, and free from dust or mud. 
At 3 o’clock P. mM. the company left its armory, and, pre- 
ceded by a detachment of police and the Newport Garrison 
band (Regulars), made a parade of two hours through the 
principal streets. The press of our city complimented the 
appearance snd marching of the men highly, and stated that 
they marched with the precision of veterans, which is say- 
ing a great deal. The style of marching through the prin- 
cipal streets was sixteen abreast, which was changed to 
column of fours in the minor streets. The company paraded 
thirty-eight men rank and file, and would have paraded 
more but these were all that had been uniformed at the time. 

On the Thursday following the company gave its first so- 
cial reception of the season to its friends, and everybody 
had a very enjoyable time. The boys of Company B proved 
that they could not only march like veterans but that they 
cvuld dance well—like Frenchmen—and proved that they 
were worthy of the high standard of a true soldier, which ia 
suaviter in modo, fortiter in re. Company OU, of the battal. 
ion, is also progressing in the same direction as Company B, 
and is now makiug exertions to change to a fine blue uni- 
form, and has also changed its name to ‘‘ Cincinnati Light 
Guarde.””’ We wish them all the success which they dvserve, 
and hope soon to see them out in their new uniforms under 
command of their gallant captain, who is himself = veteran. 
Ong oF THE Grays, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Evrorgean.—We would suggest to this correspondent, and to 
others as well, that we are not in the business of prem tL elerk- 
fale amtean tn thee wapa thas be seed aos aims aemdeeeeae 
any one in thw way ; we shon 
sorvies we were in a position to render it. The beet wutes for 
those who desire is to insert an advertisement in the 
Apmy anp Navy Journnat makiog their desires known, and stat 
ing their qualifications and recommenda: for the position 


sought. 

Covurt-Mart1au.—The prectice of trying enlisted men by courts- 
martial on joint instead or separate charges for desertion, theft of 
ublic property, and offences o: similar type not necessarily involv- 

concert of action, being at variance with approved custom, is 
regarded as injurious to the service, and was discontinued by Gen- 
era: Orders No, 78, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office 


Washington, August 7, 1872. 


LETTERS LN THE NEW YORK PusT-OF FIUK, 
*rux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 














the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 
December 20. 
Brown, J. L., Captain. j Nelson, B., Colonel, 
unber, W.'M., Captain. Piokham, B, B., Captaia, 
Ireland, 4. L., Co Steele, Colonel. 
Isham, J. C. D., Captain. T R. #., Captain, 
Mi i, @, R. Captain—3 Watson, B, Resa Major: 
yers, L. F., ae nger, in. 
Wisewell, M. N., Colonel, 
DEcEMRER 24, 
Donald, W. H., Captain. Nevins, A. C., Captai 
= Captain. | Talmadge, D. Sater G ' 


ste - ‘Ware, Joseph, Captain. 





1 imilar information fr Btate of th A DESPATCH from jy Australia, dated October 
a come similar info jon from any of the 95, says her British Mayes 4 Fee va Ren her see 
from a@ cruise the South Islands, bringing as 


ers Captain iver and two sailors of the British 


brig Nukulu, charged with kidnapping. Captain Mo- 
Liver is said to be the person who su 
ated a missionary 
by disarming 
ing them aboarda 6 
would not go within 
allegation is true he is responsible for the murder of the 
Ri 

nese mg 
wi 6 

on what they call good authority, is to the effect that a 
few months stop- 
ped off Espiritu Sancto and was boarded by the crew of 
« largo canoe, to whom it was represented that the bish- 


cceasfully person-« 
during hia slavin 4 


expeditions, there- 
the suspicions of the and decoy- 
mission ship, when they 
iles of a “labor” vessel. If the 
Patteson, as the Wesleyan Mission 


up some of the mys connected 
P Their published states based 


t Rev. Bish 
iji has cl 


prior to his fatal visit a slave schooner 








of excuse for writing you, I will proceed by remarking that 7 

the State of Ohio e - its prow sh a books wilitis feos enter Pp Ae os — of them were —— — — 
which there are nominally twenty-six companies organised d and secured, ——— rn cooaping & m: 
throughout the State, of which twelve companies or about by a ashere. ve men thus stolen were 
One-half are in the city of Cincinnati, organised into three represented the five of palm found inserted in 
battalions of four companies each. The First battalion | the bishep’s body, in aleo charged with siz 
American, the Seeond battalion colored, and the Third bat- ! murders, 
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HUMPHREYS ON MEADE. . 
(Concluded from last week.) 


that the line of operations from Fredericksburg would 
not be viewed with satisfaction at Washington, he with- 
drew to his former position on the north side of the 


In September, Meade having ascertained that Long-| Ranidan 


atreet’s corps had been sent to Bragg, on the Tennessee 
river, excepting Pickett’s division, which was socestnng 
south of the James, moved forward, and Lee fell bac 
behind the Rapidan, a more defensible river than the 
upper Rappahannock. At this time the Eleventh and 
Twelfth corps were detached from the Army of the Po- 
tomac and sent to Chattanooga, and the two opposin 
armies on the Rapidan were reduced to about equ 
numbers, 

Early in October, Meade was contemplating a move- 
‘ment upon Lee by oar right flank, and on the morning 
of the 9th rode to Cedar Mountain to have a better look 
atthe country in the direction of a certain mountain 
pass, when he discovered that Lee was making some 
movement on our right; and at the same moment in- 
telligence from the pickets and signal stations began to 
pour in, but the nature of the movement could not be 
ascertained with certainty until Lee had concentrated 
his whole army in the rear and right of Meade, threaten- 
ing to intercept and break up his lines of communica- 
tion 


The Army of the Potomac was at once set in motion, 
and directed toward Warrenton, with the intention of 
attacking Lee while in the act of crossing the Rappa- 
hannock, with every chance of a successful issue. But 
when the movement was half through, one of Meade’s 
commanders brought him wrong information of. the 
movements, position, and apparent object of Lee, while 
from anotber commander, who should have furnished 
the most important information of all, he received none 
whatever. In this manner he was misled, a part of his 
army was placed in a critical condition, and the oppor- 
‘ tunity of attacking Lee was lost. There followed a 

series of mancouvres by the two armies, during which 
the brilliant combats of Bristoe Station and Rappahan- 
nock Bridge took place, the movement ending in Lee’s re- 
crossing the Rapidan. After the war, Lee acknowledged 
‘to Meade that his scheme had been frustrated in this 
operation—that he had been completely outmanceuvred. 

Among the criticisms made on these operations, it was 
said: Lee uncovered Richmond by his movement—why 
did not Meade move on that, and swap queens? The 
answer to it was very obvious. The two queens were 
not of equal value. Richmond was a small town, and 
any other much smailer town would have furnished 
equally well all the conveniences required for the per- 
sonnel of the Confederate government. There were no 
southern towns of any consequence within several hun- 
dred miles of it. Washington was twice as large as 
Richmond, was the capitol of the country, and had col- 
lected in it all our national archives. Near to it was 
the rich and populous city of Baltimore, and rot far off 
the still richer and more populous city of Philadelphia. 

The task of the Army of the Potomac was to cover all 
these cities, and carry on offensive operations against 
the Army of Northern Virginia in a country intersected 
with wide, deep, rapid rivers, and covered in great part 
with dense forests and thickets. To do all this required 
a large numerical superiority on the part of the Army 
of the Potomac. But it did not possess any material 
superiority of numbers during the time Meade com- 
manded it until the spring of 1864. 

Having ascertained that Ewell’s half of Lee’s force 
was so posted that it could be surprised by a well-di- 
rected rapid movement across the Rapidan by the Army 
of the Potomac, Meade in the latter part of November 
secretly crossed the Rapidan close to Lee’s right, and ad- 
vanced wi‘h the Second corps, only 8,000 strong, to the 
point of concentration close up on Ewell, at the hour 
named—12 o’clock of the second day—and engaged the 
enemy. The left wing reached its designated position 
in time, but the right wing, consisting of about half 
the Army, which should have united with the Second 
corps at 12 o'clock, became entangled in the Wilderness 
forest and did not move more than three miles from the 

‘sriver, nor reach the point of concentration until the 
next morning. The opportunity for surprise was lost, 
and Lee had time to concentrate his army and také’ up 

a strony position on Mine Run, and entrench it by the 

time Meade reached there. The only points of attack 
offering any chance of success were on Lee’s right and 
left flank ; he occupied the inner and much shorter line 
of an arc, we the outer and longer line. Dispositions 
were made to attack from our right and left, the interval 
of four or five miles between the two nearly equal parts 
of ths army being thinly held with one or two divisions 
of infantry and «rtillery—the most vicious disposition 
for battle possible, but the only one left Meade. Just as 
the artillery fire was’about to cease, and the infantry on 
the right were about to run forward to the assault, an 
aide from the commander on the left dashed up and in- 
formed General Meade it was impossible to attack them. 

To have attacked under: such a condition would ‘have 

resulted in disaster, for Lee, having nothing to contend 

with on cur left, and much shorter distance to move 
over than we, could have concentrated on our point oi 

- attack and repulsed it, and advancing on the open space 
between our two wings, which there was not time to 
close, could have divided our army in two. 

Instantly the order was given to suspend the attack, 

- and Meade rode to the left to see by personal inspection 
what the chance was there. He found it to be as repre- 
sented, and the troops from the centre were returned to 
their former positions. By this time the enemy had also 
discovered our plan of attack from the right, and were 
prepared for it ; the scheme had to be abandoned. 

It was, however, persistently urged on General Meade 
to attack, because the public would be dissatisfied if he 
did not, and would not believe that he ousht not to have 
attacked, unless he did attack and was b) vodily repulsed. 
Meade knew at the time that if he did not attack there 
would be a clamor aguinst him that would probably lead 

‘to his removal from command ; but, notwithstanding, he 

. gave no ear to the counsel I have mentioned, preferring 


to be governed by his own judgment rather than by pub-, 


wera the winter certain military events took place, 
which, though of interest, have no important bearing on 
the present subject. 

Before the season for active operations returned, Gen- 
eral Grant had been appointed Lieutenant-General, and 
placed in command of all the armies. He concluded to 
make his headquarters with the Army of the Potomac, 
Burnside’s corps, and the Army of the James. 

During the winter and the spring, the Army of the 
Potomac had been reinforced, and when the campaign 
opened consisted of 76,000 infantry, in three corps, com- 
manded by Sedgwick, Hancock, and Warren, and about 
12,000 cavalry, commanded by Sheridan, with a lerge 
artillery force, having its own guard, which, when the 
artillery was reduced (about the middle of May), was 
joined to one of the infantry corps. Burnside had some 
15,000 or 20,000 men, which united with the Army of Po- 
tomac early on the morning of the 6th of May, the second 
day of the battle of the Wiiderness. 

Lee’s force consisted of three corps, each about 20,000 
strong, commanded by Ewell, Hill and Longstreet, who 
arrived the 3d of May, aud 8,000 or 10,000 cavalry, com- 
manded by Stewart, with a due proportion of artillery. 
The artillery of both armies was more than could be 
used in that country, and with us was cumbersome, and 
therefore reduced when we were near Fredericksburg. 
The object of the campaign was to fight Lee’s army 
and break it to pieces. Failing in that, upon our forcing 
it back upon Richmond, we were to destroy all lines of 
supply to that city upon the north bank of the James 
river; then cross over, and, encircling the town, destroy 
all the lines of supply on the south side. 

The question first settled was, Shall the movement be 
by. the right flank, passing through Madison Court-house 
and crossing the Rapidan at or above L:e’s left flink ? 
This was decided against, as beyond the Rapidan (as 
far as could be'learned) the roads did not admit of the 
ready movement of the different corps tor concentration, 
and if by Lee’s movements he should avoid heavy fight- 
ing, he could, while maintaining his communication 
with his supplies at Richmond, harass the new lines of 
communication and supply that must be opened for the 
Army of the Potomac toward the Potomac river end 
Chesapeake bay, as we advanced. The importance of 
this objection was shown by the nece-sity of sending so 
many thousands wounded from the Army of the Potoma: 
by Fredericksburg, in two or three days after we began 
to move. 


The objection to moving by the left flank was that it 
took us through the tangled mass of woods ca!led the 
Wilderness, where Lee, by prompt’ movement could 
force us to stop and fight him, and where from the 
denseness of the woods and undergrowth, the troops act- 
ing on the defensive were unseen, while those moving 
to the attack could be plainly perceived. It served 
almost as effectually as an intrenchment for the army 
acting on the defensive. 

The advantage of moving by the left flank consisted in 
keeping close to the Potomac river, and all lines of com- 
munication and supply we should want to open from 
time to time, and which our army would effectuilly 
cover. Accordingly it was decided to move by the left. 
The project was to get through the Wilderness quick- 

ly, and endeavor to cut Lee’s line of communication (the 
Central Railroad) somewhete between Louisa Court- 
house and Gordonsville, and attack him in the compara- 
tively open country 

The moment our movement was perceived Lee con- 
centrated. well, being nearest to us, was thrust along 
the pike against us; Hill along the Orange Court-house 

plank-road; Longstreet was to come up on our left 
flank. By simply thrusting himself against us we were 
obliged to stop our movement to attack Lee; we could 
not goon; if we did, he would watch his opportunity 
and overwhelm some portion that was exposed. 

Meade knew that Lee’s best course was to move against 
us and to force us to attack him in the Wilderness, as I 

have already stated. Therefore when, early in the morn- 
ing of the second day of the movement, advance purties 
of the enemy attacked our cavalry on the Orange Court- 
house plank-road and the advance guard thrown out on 
the pike, Meade apprehended that the first battle would 
be fought in the Wilderness. But there was no means 
of telling at first whether these small attacks were made 
simply by very advanced parties of the enemy, made for 
the purpose of interrupting and delaying our march, or 
were made by the advance guards of Lve’s main army. 
There was but one thing to do—to ‘attack at once, clear 
‘them out of the way if we could, take prisoners, and find 
out where the main force of the army was. Hancock, 
who moved promptly in the morning from Chancellors- 
ville on theroute directed in the General Order of the 
3d of May, was directed to halt at Todd’s tavern until 
it could be ascertained what the enemy’s intentions 
were, They were soon disclosed. Ewell and Hill were 
close upon us, and were at once attacked by the Fifth 
corps. Hancock was brought back from the vicinity of 
Todd’s tavern to the intersection of the Orange plank- 
road with the Brock road. Until he could get up, Get- 
ty’s division of the Sixth corps was sent to that intersec- 
tion, and was at once engaged with Ewell. The Sixth 
corps was posted on our right. 

Thus commenced that extraordinary series of battles 
of two months’ duration, at the termination of which 
the Army of the Potomac had lost more than 60,000 men 
killed and wounded. 

The position fof General Meade all this time was a 
delicate one, owing to the near presence of an officer of 
superior rank ant command. He acquitted himself in 
it in such a manner as to command the respect and es- 
teem of General Grant, between whom and himself there 
was, I believe, complete accord. For his eminent ser- 
vices in the campaign Meade was made a major-general 
in the Regular Army. , 





lic opinion. 
As the winter had commenced, and as Meade believed 





The close of June saw the commencement of. what is 
the siege of Richmond and Petersburg, which 


lasted until the ist of April 1865. During this long 

period many operations, battles, and combats took place, 

with ——e success. Throughout them all the marked 
ty of Meade as a commander was conspicuous. 

The breaking of the lines of Petersburg on the Ist of 
April was succeeded by the fiying, fighting retreat, and 
surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia, and 
with that surrender came peace. 

Perhaps the very imperfect reference to General 
Meade’s military life which I have just made may serve 
to show what a great experience he had, and how 
valuable to his country his life has been, and that bis 
feat in full bodily and mental vigor is a great national 
088. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


THE Pali Mall Gazette learns that recent experiments 
with a converted pattern of needle-gun served out to 
portions of the Prussian infantry, have caused many offi- 
cer3 seriously to doubt whether there will really be 
anything gained by changing this improved form of the 
familiar Zindnadelgewehr for the higher class of breech- 
loader with whieh it has been all but determined on to 
supersede the national arm. “ The experiments in ques- 
tion were carried out in a number of battalions at dif- 
ferent stations, and were made in all cases at the extra- 
ordinary distances of 800, 1,000 and 1,200, paces. The 
targets used represented the beads of three lines of col- 
umns advancing at the respective ranges, but the depth 
of each imaginary column was increased with its distance, 
the front line being of the depth of two ranks, the sec- 
ond of three, the third of five. In order to test the pene- 
trative power of the rifle, three sets of inch-boarding, 
with a foot between each, were erected in rear of the 
third line of targets. The practice was carried out by 
all ranks indiscriminately, two companies at a time be- 
ing called on; each man firing ten rounds independent- 
ly at the ordinary skirmishing rate, and half of the party 
lying down. The result was found to average forty per 
cent. hits out of every 100 shots fired, some battalions 
scoring fifty per cent., with many hits in the third line. 
The bullets that missed this generally went through the 
first two sets of boarding, but stuck in the third. A spe- 
cial shooting class of two officers from each infantry 
regiment attended a course of instruction in this remod- 
elled weapon last month at Spandau.” 

Tue London Hngineer thinks that the following in- 
form oncerning the progress of shipbuilding and 
engineer, g at Ferrol will go far to show that Spain, at 
all events, is not a naval power to be much feared at 
present: ** The state of ship-building and engineering 
at Ferrol Arsenal seems to indicate the disturbed state of 
the country. The late insurrection has not improved 
matters, and it is impossible not to be struck with the 
listlessness of the workmen. The Spaniards are now 
finishing an iron-clad which, compared with our large 
and comfortable vessels, sinks into insignificance. Her 
armor plates were made at Sheffield, from templates 
sent there, and, probably fur convenience of transport, 
they are of small area compared with those usually 
manufactured for our own iron-clads. She seems to be 
a copy of the Vittoria, a Spanish ship built on the 
Thames. On inspecting the workshops, one is struck 
with the large amount of machinery of all kinds cf Eng- 
lish manufacture, the majority of it by Whitworth & 
Co. and Nusmyth. The boiler shop is not a larye build- 
ing, and it needs but a casual glance to see that the 
boilers in process of building approximate closely in de- 
sign to those of English and French manufacture. There 
are two pairs of large marine engines in course of con- 
struction in the erecting shop; they are of 500 and 
1,000 ‘nominal horse-power respectively, and of the 
double-trunk type, as manufactured by Messrs. Penn 
& Son, of Greenwich, and have been in course of con- 
struction for four or five years, under the direction and 
manipulation of Englishmen, who have now nearly all 
left the arsenal. There is also a pair of marine engines 
of French manufacture undergoing repairs. The chief 
aims in their design evidently have been to render the 
working parts as difficult of access as possible, and to 
give the maximum weight of metal for their power. 
There are some excellent engines and boilers for steam 
launches, and they are well finished. Spanish workmen 
are, however, badly paid, four shillings and sixpence be- 
ing considered excellent wages for the best of them, 
though probably the authorities have their reasons for 
it, since, to judge from appearances, an Englishman 
would do nearly twice as much work per diem as an 
average Spaniard; there can be no question, however, 
but that they have improved wonderfully both in ship- 
building and engineering of late years. The whole of 
the workshops are well arranged, and stand on a large 
area of ground, and a great quantity of work could be 
turned out per week with the aid of good and persever- 
ing workmen, The steam sawmill is a fine one, much 
better than those of our dockyards, the machinery being 
of the best English manufacture.” 








Facts FOR THE LAapiEs.— Mrs. Rev. W. V. Milligan, 
Cambridge, Ohio, has saved with her Wheeler & Wil- 
son Lockstitch Machine hundreds of doilars in the 
last ten years without a cent for repairs. See the new 
Improvements and Woods’ Lock-Stitch Ripper. 








MARRIED. 


{Announcements of Marriages should be paid foratthe rate of 
fifty cents each.) 

Mitwarp—Martvs.—At Savannah, Ga., on Weinesday, No 
vember 13, 1872, by the Rev. Mr. McDonald, Wuirney H. Mit- 
WwakD, Third U, 8, Artillery, to Annie E., erdest daughter of Ord- 
nance Sergeant John H. Martus, U. S. Army. 











DIED. 

Marze.—At Fort Wadsworth, D.T., December 5, 1872, Faynrz 
Buresank, wife of Brevct Captain W. RK. Muize and only daughter 
of Brevet Brigadier-General 8. Burbank, U.S. A. 

» Marze —At Fort Abercrombie, D. T., October 6, 1872, Frarxre 
Hovsroys, infant daughter of Brevet Cuptain W. K. and Fannie 
Bb. Maize, aged 15 months. 

Coster.—At Aiken, South Carolina,on Saturday, December 7, 
Nannie G., wife ot Lieutenant Washington Coster, U. 8. 





Navy, and daughter of Rear-Admirai Alfred Taylor, U. S, Navy. 


